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‘AQI breaches 300-mark, Kolkata

witnesses very poor air quality’
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At 75.6%, Himachal registers
record voter turnout
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‘Pathaan’, ‘Dunki’, ‘Jawan’
will be ‘superhits’: SRK

T20 WORLD CUP

England crowned champions,
beat Pakistan by five wickets

They chased down target in 19 overs to regain title
they had won in 2010 in West Indies

MELBOURNE: England’s
golden generation of white-
ball cricketers overcame a spir-
ited Pakistan to win the T20
World Cup with a five-wicket
victory in the title clash, here
on Sunday.

The Pakistani fans had
hoped for an encore of 1992,
when Imran Khan’s team cre-
ated history at this very venue,
but Pakistan’s batting resem-
bled more like their 1999
World Cup final effort at the
Lords.

Their batting had imploded
in that final as they couldn’t
negotiate Shane Warne in that
contest and today it was Rashid
Khan, who had a stranglehold
over Pakistan as his loopy
flighted leg breaks flummoxed
the batters.

Punjab govt
tightens gun
regulations

England’s captain Jos Buttler celebrates with the trophy

» Ben Stokes (52 not out off
49 balls) just like the 2019
ODI World Cup, anchored
the chase

» Shaheen Shah Afridi could not
bowl his full quota of overs af-
ter suffering a hamstring injury

APJPTI

» The Player of the evening was
certainly left-arm seamer Sam
Curran, whose couple of spells
heavily tilted the game in the
favour England

The total of 137 for 8 that
Pakistan managed after being
asked to bat was never going to
be good enough.

The seasoned Ben Stokes

(52 not out off 49 balls) just
like the 2019 ODI World Cup,
anchored the chase despite
occasional scratchiness and
had a calm Moeen Ali (19) as

an ideal foil.

They chased down the tar-
get in 19 overs to regain the title
they had won in 2010 in the
West Indies. Continued on P4

EAM Jaishankar discusses Ukraine
contflict, bilateral ties with Blinken

MPOST BUREAU
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CHANDIGARH: The Pun-
jab government on Sunday
banned the public display of
firearms, including on social
media, and songs allegedly
promoting gun culture and
violence, as it tightened regu-
lations after facing flak from
the Opposition over the law
and order situation.

The state government also
directed a review of arms
licences within the next three
months, with no new licence
to be issued during the period,
and surprise checks, according
to an official order.

A complete ban should
be imposed on carrying and
displaying weapons at public
gatherings, religious places,
wedding ceremonies and
other events, the order said.

Directions were also
issued for registration of an
FIR against those indulging in
hate speech against any com-
munity, the order said.

The Bhagwant Mann
government has been under
fire from opposition parties
Congress, Shiromani Akali
Dal and BJP - for the alleged
deteriorating law and order
situation after a string of sen-
sational killings.

The state witnessed the
murder of Shiv Sena (Taksali)
leader Sudhir Suri on Novem-
ber 4 and Dera Sacha Sauda
follower Pardeep Singh on
November 10. Both of them
were under police protection.

Earlier the killing of inter-
national Kabaddi player
Sandeep Nangal Ambian in
Jalandhar Continued on P4

NEW DELHI/PHNOM
PENH: External Affairs Min-
ister S Jaishankar met US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken
here on Sunday and dis-
cussed bilateral ties, the rag-
ing Ukraine conflict, energy
issues, G20 and the situation
in the Indo-Pacific, days ahead
of a possible meeting between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and President Joe Biden.

The meeting between the
top diplomats of the two coun-
tries took place on the side-
lines of the ASEAN-India
Summit here in the Cambo-
dian capital.

Jaishankar is accompany-
ing Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar, who is leading
the Indian delegation to the
ASEAN-India Commemora-
tive Summit and the 17th East

Collegium system is here to stay, nothing
wrong with it, says former CJI UU Lalit

S Jaishankar

Asia Summit here.
Jaishankar and Blinken
met days ahead of a likely
bilateral between Prime Min-
ister Modi and President
Biden on the margins of the
G-20 Summit in Bali, Indo-
nesia from November 15-16.
“A good meeting with US
Secretary of State @SecB-
linken. Discussed Ukraine,
Indo-Pacific, energy, G20 and
bilateral relations,” Jaishan-
kar said in a tweet, indicat-

ing the topics he discussed
with Blinken.

“I met Indian External
Affairs Minister @DrSJais-
hankar on the margins of the
@ASEAN summit today in
Phnom Penh to discuss ongo-
ing efforts to expand our part-
nership & mitigate the effects
of Russia’s war on Ukraine.
The U.S. supports India’s #G20
Presidency;” Blinken tweeted.

Jaishankar’s meeting with
Blinken took place after his
meeting with Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov
in Moscow on Tuesday and
talks with Ukraine foreign
minister Dmytro Kuleba on
Saturday here.

US National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan has
said that President Biden and
Prime Minister Modi have a
productive and very practical
relationship. Continued on P4

CM to unvell 5 statues of
Birsa Munda from Jhargram

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee will be pres-
ent in Jhargram on Novem-
ber 15 (Tuesday) to celebrate
the birthday of tribal freedom
fighter Birsa Munda.
Banerjee will unveil five
statues of the tribal leader at

five places virtually as a mark

of tribute to Birsa Munda from
a programme which will be
held at Silda in Jhargram.

The five statues that will
be unveiled include 4 in Jun-
glemahal districts — at Silda
in Jhargram, at Keshiary in
West Midnapore, at Mid-
napore town, in Bankura
and another at Madarihat in
Alipurduar district which is
dominated by tribal popula-
tion. Banerjee will also dis-
tribute 1000 dhamsa, madol
(traditional percussion instru-
ments) among the tribals on
the day.

In 2020, Banerjee declared
a government holiday on

Chief Minister Mamata BanerjeefILEPIC

of Birsa Munda’s birthday to
acknowledge his contribu-
tion to the freedom struggle
of Bengal. A floral tribute is
offered at the tribal leader’s
photograph at Nabanna.

November 15, the occasion

Ban on 5 drugs
of Ramdev’s
firm revoked

DEHRADUN: An order asking
Yoga guru Ramdev’s Divya Phar-
macy to stop the production of
five medicines for diabetes, blood
pressure, goitre, glaucoma and
high cholesterol has been revoked
by the Uttarakhand Ayurveda and
Unani Licensing Authority.

Amending the earlier order,
the authority on Saturday issued
a fresh one allowing the firm to
continue the production of these
medicines.

Observing that there was an
error in the previous order dated
November 9, the drug controller
of the state health authority GCN
Jangpangi said it had been issued
in haste. “We should have given
the company time to explain its
stand before issuing the order,
Jangpangi said.

Ramdev’s close aide Acharya
Balkrishna expressed his gratitude
to the state government for rectify-
ingtheerror.  Continued on P4

Several programmes will

also be held at the district level
on the day as a mark of respect
to Birsa Munda.

A seven feet statue of the
tribal leader of the Munda
community has earlier been
installed at Bandwan in Puru-
lia— another Junglemahal
district.

Birsa Munda’s slogan, “Let
the kingdom of the queen be
ended and our kingdom be
established” had threatened
the British Raj.

He had led the movement
against the atrocities of the
then British Government on
the tribals. He had protested
against the reign of terror
which was unleashed by the
British against the tribals.

Senior BJP leader Amit
Shah during his visit to
Bankura in November 2020
had garlanded the statue of a
hunter mistaking it to be that
of Birsa Munda. The senti-
ments of the tribal commu-
nity were hurt by such an act
by Shah who happens to be the
Home minister.

[stanbul: Bomb hits
major avenue, kills 6

ISTANBUL: A bomb
exploded on a popular
pedestrian street in Istan-
bul on Sunday, killing six
people, wounding dozens
and sending people fleeing
as flames rose.

Footage posted online
showed ambulances, fire
trucks and police at the
scene on Istiklal Avenue,
a typically crowded thor-
oughfare popular with
tourists and locals and
lined with shops and res-
taurants. In one video, a
loud bang could be heard
and flames could be seen,
as pedestrians turned and
ran away. Social media
users said shops were shut-
tered and the avenue closed
down.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan called the
blast a “treacherous attack”
and said its perpetrators

would be punished. In
addition to the six dead,
Erdogan said another 53
were wounded, according
to information he received
from the Istanbul governor.
Turkey was hit by a
string of deadly bombings
between 2015 and 2017 by
the Islamic State group and
outlawed Kurdish groups.
Five prosecutors were
assigned to investigate the
blast, state-run Anadolu
news agency reported.
Turkey’s media watch-
dog imposed temporary
restrictions on reporting
on the explosion a move
that bans the use of close-
up videos and photos of
the blast and its aftermath.
The Supreme Council of
Radio and Television has
imposed similar bans in the
past, following attacks and
accidents. AGENCIES

Biden-led
Democrats
keep control
of US Senate

WASHINGTON: The Demo-
crats will retain majority con-
trol of the US Senate with two
of its candidates projected to
win their pivotal races against
Republican rivals, in a major
boost to President Joe Biden,
who welcomed the election
results on Sunday, saying he
was feeling “good” and look-
ing forward to the second half
of his term to fulfil the prom-
ises made to the American
people.

Biden’s Democratic Party
defied the historical trend
of midterm elections break-
ing against parties in power,
cementing its majority in the
upper chamber of the US
Congress.

In the November 8 mid-
term election, Senator Cath-
erine Cortez Masto from
Nevada is projected to defeat
Republican challenger Adam
Laxalt, who was endorsed
by former president Donald
Trump, while Senator Mark
Kelly is set to defeat Republi-
can Blake Masters in Arizona.

The result, the best mid-
term performance for a sit-
ting party in 20 years, means
the Democrats will now have
50 seats in the 100-member
Senate - with the Republicans
currently on 49. Georgia is still
waiting on a Senate result and
will hold a run-off election
on December 6, after neither
candidate won an outright
majority.

The United States Senate
has 100 seats and in the existing
Congress, both the Democrats
and the Republicans had 50
members each with Vice Pres-
ident Kamala Harris, a Demo-
cratic, casting her vote in case
of a tie, in her capacity as its
chairperson. Continued on P4
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NEW DELHI: On the crit-
icism surrounding the Col-

legium system of ‘judges
appointing judges in the
higher judiciary, Former Chief
Justice of India UU Lalit on
Sunday said there is nothing

wrong with it.

“The Collegium system is

here to stay and it is an estab-

lished norm where judges

choose judges,” he said, add-

ing that the fundamentals of

Mukesh Ambani enters race to buy
English football club Liverpool: Report

the system can be fine-tuned.
Law Minister Kiren Rij-
iju had recently criticised the
Collegium system for being
opaque. “No system can be
100 per cent perfect. But we
need to strive for a better sys-
tem. When Parliament passed
the National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission in 2015,
the Supreme Court struck it
down. They (SC) should have
told us which system would be
better,” Rijiju had said.
Terming the Law Minis-

ter’s comments as his “per-
sonal opinion’, Justice Lalit
asserted, “The Collegium sys-
tem has got the approval of five
judges’ Bench of the Supreme
Court”

Lalit said that it would be
the government’s prerogative
to bring back the NJAC if it
decides to do.

“But so long as that is not
brought in, we will have to
follow the established mecha-
nism,” he said.

Lalit also said that if the

Collegium system requires
improvement, then there
must be a dialogue between
all parties concerned. “In my
opinion, the Collegium sys-
tem is the best system. It has
proved to have worked effec-
tively;” he said.

Justice Lalit, to a question
on short tenure of judges in
the apex court, said in a coun-
try with enormous talent, it is
better that judges retire and

new judges come in regularly.
WITH AGENCY INPUTS

According to “The Mirror, current owners FSG are willing to sell the club for £4 billion

LONDON: Indian billionaire
Mukesh Ambani has entered
the race to bid for world-
renowned English football
club Liverpool FC’s takeover,
reported aleading English daily.
The English Premier League
giants have been put up for sale
by their current owners Fen-
way Sports Group (FSG), who
bought the Merseyside club in
October 2010 and have report-
edly appointed Goldman Sachs
and Morgan Stanley to assist
them in selling the team.
According to “The Mirror,
the FSG are willing to sell the
club for 4 billion British pound.
Ambani, chairman and
managing director of Reli-
ance Industries and rated by
Forbes as the eighth richest per-
son in the world, has enquired

+

Few associated

with the Mumbai-
headquartered

Indian multinational
conglomerate, however,
could not confirm the
development

about the club, the English daily
reported.

Few associated with the
Mumbai-headquartered Indian
multinational conglomerate,
however, could not confirm the
development.

A statement from FSG
read: “There have been a
number of recent changes of

ownership and rumours of
changes in ownership at EPL
clubs and inevitably, we are
asked regularly about Fenway
Sports Groups ownership in
Liverpool.

“FSG  has frequently
received expressions of interest
from third parties seeking to
become shareholders in Liver-

pool. ESG has said before that
under the right terms and con-
ditions, we would consider new
shareholders if it was in the best
interests of Liverpool as a club””

The Anfield outfit has
enjoyed immense success
under FSG with Jurgen Klopp's
side winning a Premier League
title, a Champions League, FA
Cup, Carabao Cup and Euro-
pean Super Cup over the past
few years.

Others in the fray include
parties from the Gulf and the
USA.

Ambani’s company owns
Indian Premier League (IPL)
cricket side Mumbai Indians
and also runs the Indian Super
League football event besides
being the commercial partners
of the All India Football Federa-

tion (AIFF).

Apart from football and
cricket, RIL has tied up with
the Indian Olympic Association
and the Athletics Federation
of India to support athletes in
multiple events. These include
the Commonwealth Games,
Asian Games and the Olympics.

Reliance will also set up the
first-ever India House at the
Paris Olympics in 2024 as part
of the association.

A recent GroupM report
on sports sponsorship in India
says that non-cricket sporting
activity — including football
and kabaddi — contributed
to 12 per cent of the Rs 9,500-
crore overall sports advertising
spends in 2021. Cricket stands
atabout 88 per cent of the over-
all sports ad spend. AGENCIES
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15-YR-OLD DIES AT PVT HOSP IN SREERAMPUR

More than 1.5K dengue cases
detected in past 48 hours

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Around 1,539
dengue positive cases have
been detected across Bengal in
the past 48 hours. According
to the Health department fig-
ure, 594 new cases were found
in the state on Sunday.

Around 4,959 samples
were tested on Sunday while
on Saturday around 7,545 den-
gue tests were done. The num-
ber of daily dengue infections
remained at 945 on Saturday.

A 15-year-old girl died of
dengue at a private hospital in
Sreerampur in Hooghly on Sat-
urday night. The patient was
suffering from fever for the past
few days.

A resident of Baidyabati,
the patient was admitted to the
hospital on Friday evening. As
many as 9 people so far have
died of dengue in Hooghly.

As the dengue cases have
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Around 4,959 samples were tested on Sunday

PICFOR REPRESENTATION

gone up in Kolkata, there has
been a huge demand for plate-
lets in all blood banks. In many
blood banks, a crisis of platelets
occurred.

Some local residents at
ward number 24 under Kol-
kata Municipal Corporation
(KMC) staged protest demon-
strations alleging that garbage

remains heaped on an aban-
doned piece of land and clean-
ing drive is not carried out.
They demanded the arrest of
the land owner.

According to the Health
department sources, the den-
gue situation is worse in
North 24-Parganas, How-
rah, Hooghly, Murshidabad

Covid: Active cases stands at 260:;
18 fresh infections reported

g =
OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: State on Sunday
registered 18 Covid cases while
on Saturday 21 new cases were
reported. Active cases in Ben-
gal stood at 260 out of which
256 are in home isolation and
four in different hospitals.
Daily Covid infection
slightly jumped in Bengal on
Friday when 24 cases were
reported while on Thursday
the figure was registered at

Behala youth’s

body found
in Bagnan

Representative Image

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Mystery shrouds
over the death of a youth from
Behala who was missing since
Friday.

The youth identified as Sub-
hadeep Roy (26) of 5, Satyen
Roy Branch Road in Behala was
found dead in Bagnan on Sun-
day afternoon.

Roy on Friday morning around
6:30 am left for the office which
islocated near the Exide Cross-
ing. When he did not return
home on Friday night, his family
members called his colleagues.
Surprisingly they came to know
that Subhadeep did not attend
office on Friday.

On Saturday Subhadeep’s
mother Namita Roy lodged
a missing diary at the Behala
police station. As per protocol,
the details of Subhadeep were
updated in the missing persons’
portal and messages were sent
to all the police stations across
the state.

On Sunday afternoon, Behala
police station received an email
from Bagnan police station in
Howrah where it was mentioned
that Subhadeep’s body was found
in Bagnan area on Sunday morn-
ing. However, no injury marks
were found on the body. An
unnatural death cae has been
registered and a probe is on.

—
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12.The figure stood at 14 on
Wednesday.

Covid situation in the state
has much improved in the past
couple of weeks with daily
infection consistently remain-
ing below 30.

No Covid death was
reported in the state on Sun-
day while on Saturday one died
of Covid.

Fatality rate was registered
at 1.02 per cent on Sunday. The
Covid positivity rate on Tues-

day stood at 0.43 per cent. The
figure remained at 0.37 per cent
on Monday and 0.48 per cent
on Sunday.

State has seen 21,18,339
Covid cases so far out of which
around 20,96,548 people have
been recovered. Around 5,216
samples were tested in the state
on Sunday. Bengal has so far
seen 21,531 Covid death tolls
so far. Around 26,749,735
Covid sample tests so far till
date.

As many as 24 patients
have been discharged from
hospitals in the past 24 hours
as they recovered from Covid.
Recovery rate stood at 98.97
per cent on Friday. Around 4
Covid patients are undergoing
treatment in hospitals while
256 people are in home isola-
tion. None is in Safe homes.
State has so far administered
around 7,30,37,451 first doses
of Covid vaccine and around
6,49,48,679 crore second doses
cumulatively till Sunday.

Highlights

» According to the Health department sources, the dengue
situation is worse in North 24-Parganas, Howrah, Hooghly,

Murshidabad and Jalpaiguri

» Under KMC, borough Xl has been majorly affected with
ward 101 under the same borough witnessing an increase
in dengue cases by 40 in the 42-43 week while ward 109
registered a rise by 48 cases during the same period

» Borough XlI has so far registered a cumulative case of
around 1,128 till 43 week. Borough X saw a cumulative
case up to 856 till the 43 week

and Jalpaiguri.

Under KMC, borough XII
has been majorly affected with
ward 101 under the same bor-
ough witnessing an increase in
dengue cases by 40 in the 42-43
week while ward 109 registered
a rise by 48 cases during the
same period.

Borough XII has so far
registered a cumulative case of
around 1,128 till 43 week. Bor-

ough X saw a cumulative case
up to 856 till the 43 week. State
Health department is already
sending special teams to the
affected districts to monitor if
the anti dengue drive is carried
out properly.

State government has asked
the hospitals in the affected
areas to run round the clock
fever clinics in the wake of the
rising number of dengue cases.

Critical surgery: NRS doctors
save lives of mother & infant
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: NRS Medical Col-
lege and Hospital has given a
fresh lease of life to a mother
and her newborn by success-
fully conducting the delivery,
after it was detected that the
umbilical cord was looped
around the infant’s face inside
the womb. Such a condition
could have cut off the oxygen
supply to the baby’s brain.

A senior doctor at the gyne-
cology department of the hos-
pital said that sometimes it is
found that the umbilical cord
is wrapped around the baby’s
neck once or twice. But, in this
case the cord was wrapped
around the infant’s face five
times, he added.

Experts say that in such
cases the umbilical cord can
‘strangle’ a baby by cutting off
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Shashi Panja and Sudip Bandyopadhyay at an event to commemorate the Remembrance Day at
Memorial Column in College Square on Sunday
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» It was detected through an ultrasound that the umbilical
cord was looped around the infant’s face inside the womb.
Such a condition could have cut off the oxygen supply to

the baby’s brain

» A senior doctor at the gynecology department of the hos-
pital said that sometimes it is found that the umbilical cord
is wrapped around the baby’s neck once or twice. But, in
this case the cord was wrapped around the infant’s face

five times, he added

oxygen flow to the brain or
compressing the carotid artery.
The umbilical cord may also
become compressed against
itself or the baby’s neck, which
reduces the flow of oxygenated
blood through the umbilical
cord. Although extremely rare,
constriction of the umbilical
cord by an amniotic band can
cause its strangulation followed
by a stillbirth, the doctor said.

It can be said that the
umbilical cord is a lifeline for
a baby in the womb. Running
from the baby’s abdomen to
the placenta, the umbilical
cord usually contains three
blood vessels. It provides oxy-
gen, blood, and nutrients to the

developing fetus.

Mousumi Mondal (23), a
resident of South 24-Parganas
was supposed to deliver her
baby at 37th week.

It was decided that normal
delivery would be carried out.
As the woman reported labour
pain, the doctors were ready
to carry out normal deliv-
ery. As the doctors faced dif-
ficulties, they conducted an
ultrasound on the patient. It
was found that the umbilical
cord was wrapped around the
baby’s face. Even the heart beat
rate of the baby had dropped.
The doctors then conducted
emergency surgery. The baby
was delivered.

Plaint filed against 22,
including Suvendu
and other BJP leaders

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Police have
reportedly registered a case
against 22 persons, including
BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari
and other party leaders, for
allegedly setting fire to the
dais set up by the ‘Bhumi Uch-
hed Pratirodh committee’ in
Nandigram.

On Thursday, a pro-
gramme was organised by the
said organisation to remem-
ber the martyrs for their move-
ment at Gokulnagar Karpally
and Hajrakata area where Tri-
namool Congress had also
joined.

It is alleged that on the wee
hours of Friday, BJP-backed
goons set the dais on fire. Also
a Trinamool Congress worker
was assaulted.

On Friday, Trinamool
Congress leaders, including

A case was
reportedly lodged
for allegedly
setting fire to a dais
set up by ‘Bhumi
Uchhed Pratirodh
Committee’
members

in Nandigram

Kunal Ghosh, Shashi Panja,
Akhil Giri, Siuli Saha, Soumen
Mahapatra took part in a pro-
test meeting.

The members of ‘bhumi
uchhed protirodh committee’
demanded immediate arrest of
Adhikari and other BJP leaders
who were allegedly involved in
the incident of setting the dais
on fire.

‘Rlys to allocate seats to all women travelling alone in long-distance trains’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Minister of
State for Railways Darshana
Jardosh on Saturday said that
the railways will implement a
system of allocating seats to
all women travelling alone in
long-distance trains.

The minister said that this
system will be implemented in
the reserved order system. Jar-
dosh made this announcement
during her inspection visit of

—

Howrah Station of Eastern
Railway.

She also spoke with women
Railway Police Force (RPF)

This system will be
implemented in

the reserved order
system, says minister

personnel who are part of the
Meri Saheli initiative, which
first started in September 2020
in South Eastern Railway (SER)
and was later extended to other
railway zones including East-

‘Civic body to repair footbridge
on Atreyee canal at Rs 48 cr’

The bridge will save travel time for residents of Balurghat

OUR CORRESPONDENT

BALURGHAT: A damaged
footbridge on Atreyee canal
will be repaired soon, said Trin-
amool Congress-led Balurghat
civic board Chairman Ashok
Kumar Mitra.

“We will repair the foot-
bridge soon. A fund of Rs 48
crore has already been allo-
cated for the repair work. A
tender work as a part of the
process was completed. The
checklist will be prepared
shortly,” Mitra said.

An official source said the
iron bridge was built up on
Atreyee canal adjacent to the
main market area between
Gitanjali and Dak Bungalow
with an objective to reduce the
distance for the local residents.

“Many local people residing
in Gitanjali and Dak Bungalow
areas used to use it as an alter-
native way. Around three years
ago, the 100 metre-long with
six feet width was broken in the

The 100 metre-long bridge, which was built some 20 years back, was

damaged about three years ago

PIC/MPOST

middle part and the concerned
civic board authority instructed
people not to use it untill it is
repaired. Now the people are
being forced to cover a long
distance between Gitanjali and
Dak Bungalow areas. During
rush hours of week days, it is
also problematic for them to
use the main road on foot fol-
lowing the vehicular move-
ment,” said the source.

The source said the bridge
was built up around 20 years
ago. Around 5000 people,
including senior citizens and
school students, had been using
it on a regular basis.

The residents had earlier
demanded its immediate repair
so that it can be used again.
Mitra after taking the charge
of the newly-constituted board
had assured the locals to repair

‘Now, the people
are being forced
to cover a long
distance between
Gitanjali and Dak
Bungalow areas’

it as early as possible.

Locals have expressed
their happiness after hearing
the news. “The footbridge is an
important connectivity for the
people residing in both sides
of Gitanjali and Dak Bungalow
areas. Over the past three years,
we had been covering a long
distance as the bridge is of no
use. If it is repaired, the distance
will be reduced. Many elderly
citizens and school-goers will
be benefitted as it is risky for
them to use the main road due
to the vehicular movement on
weekdays during the daytime,”
said a local Satyam Das.

ern Railway. The members of
the Meri Saheli force informed
the Jardosh of the problems
faced by women travelling
alone in long-distance trains.

The main objective of the
force is to look after the safety
and security of women pas-
sengers particularly women
travelling alone, single elderly
women and women traveling
in long distance trains with
children.

“For each long distance

Gosaba:
Youth kills
mother after
altercation

KOLKATA: A youth killed his
mother following an alterca-
tion after she killed a vulture
which was his pet at Gosaba in
South 24-Parganas on Satur-
day night..

The accused youth identi-
fied as Bholonath Biswas has
fled and is still absconding.

According to sources, the
accused youth identified as
Bholanath Biswas kept a vul-
ture as his pet. But Bholanath’s
mother Sabitri was against
keeping the vulture at home.
Sabitri reportedly killed the
vulture when Bholanath was
not home. After returning
when he saw the vulture dead,
he became furious and started
assaulting his mother. He even
took a sharp weapon and
stabbed Sabitri. Later Bhola-
nath poured kerosene and set
her on fire. Immediately after
the incident he fled. Local peo-
ple informed the police. Cops
have recovered the body and
sent it for autopsy. A massive
manhunt is on. MPOST

train, personnels are informed
of the phone number and seat
number of women, primarily
ones travelling alone. A woman
RPF personnel then approaches
the woman and notes down her
name while letting her know
that in case of any trouble while
traveling, they can contact the
woman RPF personnel pres-
ent,” a senior official at Eastern
Railway said.

The personnel will keep a
tab on the women passengers

throughout the journey and
in long distance trains they
reportedly keep a track on the
phone numbers of the women
travellers.

There is also SOS contact
and alarm will help the passen-
ger to reach out to the RPF per-
sonnel in one touch in case of
any problem. The women RPF
personnel will track the loca-
tion of the passenger’s tower
location and immediately alert
a local railway police unit.

News at a

MAN STEALS RS 75K CASH AND SEEDS
WORTH RS 5L FROM PURULIA SHOP

KOLKATA: Tension spread at the Arsha area in Puru-
lia after a thief sneaked inside a seed shop and took
away Rs 75000 from the cash box. The thief was seen
kissing the bundle of the notes before leaving the
shop. According to the shop owner, Budheswar Kumar
told the cops that his shop was closed since November
3 to November 8 as he was in Tamil Nadu with his
family. On November 9 when he opened his shop,
found the cash box was broken and the entire money
was gone. Kumar claimed that apart from money,
seeds worth about Rs five lakh were stolen. A robbery
case has been registered at the Arsha police station.

AWARENESS PROCESSION FOR WORLD
DIABETES DAY INAUGURATED

KOLKATA: The New Town Kolkata Development
Authority (NKDA) Chairman Debashis Sen on Sun-
day inaugurated an awareness procession for the
celebration of World Diabetes Day, which falls on
Monday at Swapno Bhor Seniors’ Park.

ACCIDENTAL INSURANCE COVER: DEPT OF

POST TAKES UP AWARENESS DRIVE

KOLKATA: The Bengal Circle of the Department of
Post is taking up massive public awareness for popu-
larising its accidental insurance cover. The policy has
not picked up its desired pace in the state.
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WATER SPRINKLING VEHICLES TO SETTLE DUST PARTICLES TO BE USED

witnesses very poor air quality’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The Air Quality
Index (AQI) in Kolkata that
was cleanest during October
in years and had started dete-
riorating since the first week of
November has entered in the
“very poor” category.

As per data available from
monitoring stations of West
Bengal Pollution Control
Board (WBPCB), the AQI in
Victoria Memorial area shot
up over 300 microgrammes per
cubic metre on Sunday morn-
ing remained so even during
the evening too. AQI over 300
means respiratory illness on
prolonged exposure.

“The very poor quality of
the city’s air may degrade the
precious white Makrana mar-
bles of the heritage monument
of Victoria Memorial. The
state Environment department
should join hands with the

Dum Dum:
One held for
murder of
woman

LY

In Belur Math which is also a heritage site and a religious place, AQI

was in the poor category

PIC FOR REPRESENTATION

West Bengal Heritage Com-
mission or the Heritage wing
of Kolkata Municipal Corpora-
tion and take some strong mea-
sures to curb air pollution in
and around Victoria,” Environ-
mentalist Somendra Mohan
Ghosh said.

In places like Ballygunge,
Jadavpur, Bidhannagar the AQI
level remained well above 200-

mark almost throughout the
day. The poor category 201-300
means breathing discomfort
to most people on prolonged
exposure.

In Rabindra Sarobar too,
the AQI was in the poor cat-
egory during Sunday morn-
ing. It was only at Fort William
where AQI still remained in the
moderate category .

‘Names of 163 out of 268
dismissed teachers not in
list of passed candidates’

KOLKATA: Police on Satur-
day night arrested a daily wage
labourer for the alleged murder
of a woman whose body was
found from a bush on the bank
of a canal at Nalta Kalibari area
of Durganagar in Dum Dum.
The accused person identi-
fied as Raju Dutta of Badra Tin-
pukur in Dum Dum confessed
that he killed the woman identi-
fied as Kakali Dutta (Saha) after
an altercation. Police informed
that Raju and Kakali were in a
relationship despite the woman
being married. Kakali report-
edly used to visit Raju’s rented
place of stay in Durganagar. On
Wednesday an altercation took
place between Raju and Kakali.
Suddenly Raju hit her head with
abrickbat and Kakali fell on the
ground unconscious. When Raju
was sure that Kakali had died,
he took the body to the nearby
bush and covered it with debris.
Police claimed RajuisaBan-
gladeshi national who had come
to India about 47 years ago with-
out valid documents. ~ MPOST

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: The lawyer rep-
resenting one of the litigants
may submit an affidavit at the
Supreme Court after claiming
that the names of 163 primary
teachers out of 268 primary
teachers did not appear in the
list of Teacher Eligibility Test
(TET) 2014 or 2017 passed
candidates list.

The West Bengal Board of
Primary Education (WBBPE)
released a list of TET 2014
and 2017 passed candidates
in accordance with the order
of the Calcutta High Court.
According to agency news,
WBBPE president Goutam
Pal has said that the matter is
under trial.

Justice Abhijit Gangopad-
hyay canceled the jobs of 269
primary teachers after concerns
were raised about their recruit-
ment. Thereafter an appeal was
filed against the order in the
Division Bench of Calcutta
High Court. Division Bench

State mulls to hold spl
screening of films for
kids at Radha Studio

» The special screening for children at Radha Studio is
likely to be held every Sunday after the end of the Kol-
kata International Film Festival, slated to be held from

December 15 to 22

» The special children’s film show will be held from 10 am
to 12.30 pm before the beginning of the normal film

shows that start at 1 pm

» Three such screenings have already been held with
Councillors and the response has been overwhelming

SOUMITRA NANDI

KOLKATA: The state gov-
ernment has made plans to
host a special screening for
children at Radha Studio
every Sunday after the end
of the Kolkata International
Film Festival slated to be held
from December 15 to 22.

The special children’s film
show will be held from 10 am
to 12.30 pm before the begin-
ning of the normal film shows
that start at 1 pm.

“There is a section of chil-
dren who hardly get a chance
to go to multiplexes for watch-
ing movies due to financial
constraints or for their socio-
economic background. Our
target is to take these chil-
dren for watching movies
along with their friends and
give them a chance of social-
ising in a suitable environ-
ment. The councillors in their
respective wards with the help
of the school heads will rope
in children for watching these
special screenings,” a senior
official of the state Infor-
mation & Cultural Affairs
department said.

Three such screenings
have already been held with
Councillors and the response

+

has been overwhelming. The
initiative is the brainchild of
state Sports and Youth Affairs
minister Aroop Biswas who is
an MLA of Tollygunge.

Radha Studio, located on
the ground floor of the Cin-
ema Centenary Building,
close to MR Bangur Hospital
opened its door to the screen-
ing of commercial films reg-
ularly from May 6. Now, the
152-seat auditorium exhib-
its film shows in the same
pattern as Nandan regularly.
The screening committee that
selects films for Nandan I and
Nandan II does the same for
this venue too. The ticket rates
are only Rs 30.

Single-screen theatres
like Malancha and Madhu-
ban located in the Tollygunge
constituency have closed
down. So, Radha Studio is
attracting a good crowd dur-
ing weekends, and a major-
ity of the shows are going full
house.

Old timers are nostal-
gic at the start of screening
at this address with the plot
housing Radha Studio, which
saw the birth of Doordarshan
in Calcutta in 1975 before it
moved to its current premises
in Golf Green.

One of the litigants
may submit an
affidavit claiming
the same at the SC

had upheld the order of ter-
mination. One of the primary
teachers was reportedly able to
get their job back after proving
the validity of employment in
the Calcutta High Court.

While the rest of the pri-
mary teachers had approached
Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court had granted an interim
stay on the Calcutta HC order
on the cancellation of 269 pri-
mary teachers’ jobs, who had
secured a position despite
allegedly failing the written
test. Justice Abhijit Gangopad-
hyay canceled the jobs of these
primary teachers in connection
with the recruitment corrup-
tion case. The judgment was
upheld by the division bench of
the Calcutta High Court.

» In places like Ballygunge,
Jadavpur, Bidhannagar
the AQI level level
remained well above
200-mark almost
throughout the day

» In Rabindra Sarobar too,
the AQI was in the poor
category during
Sunday morning

» The most alarming level
was recorded at Ghusuri
in Kolkata’s adjacent
Howrah district where
AQ shot up to nearly
350-mark

The most alarming level
was recorded at Ghusuri in
Kolkata’s adjacent Howrah
district where AQI shot up
to nearly 350-mark. Rabin-

dra Bharati in North Kolkata
was also in the high 200 range
throughout the day. In Belur
Math which is also a heritage
site and a religious place, AQI
was in the poor category.

As per Breezometer that
combines big data and machine
learning technology for provid-
ing information on air qual-
ity in places like Sealdah, Dum
Dum, Kasba where there is a
reasonable amount of traffic
movement the AQI reached the
‘very poor’ category.

The WBPCB will start using
water sprinkling vehicles for
settlement of the dust parti-
cles on the road from this week
itself. The urban local bodies
will also join hands with PCB
in this initiative. The exercise
will be taken up not only in
Kolkata but also in the other
five non-attainment cities-
Howrah, Asansol, Durgapur,
Barrackpore and Haldia.

“Temp dips to 18.8°C in city,
‘AQI breaches 300-mark, Kolkata western districts get colder

‘Low pressure may form over SE Bay of Bengal on Nov 16

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Kolkata’s temper-
ature on Sunday dropped to
18.8 degree Celsius while in
some of the western districts
people witnessed much colder
weather.

The Regional Meteorologi-
cal Centre in Alipore said the
city’s temperature will drop fur-
ther in the next couple of days.
Many of the South Bengal dis-
tricts will witness a tempera-
ture around 14 degrees Celsius
in the next couple of days. Mer-
cury dropped by 2 degrees in
the past 24 hours.

As the impact of the west-
ern disturbances ceased, the
cold wind started blowing
uninterrupted from the north
western parts of the country.

There may be fresh western
disturbances in the north west-
ern side, it will bring rain and
snowfall in Jammu Kashmir,
Ladakh, Uttarakhand, Him-
achal Pradesh. If the western
disturbances enter the eastern

Milestone: Abhishek congratulates
football club for promotion to CFL
premier division in maiden season

Harbour Foothall Club

A5

Abhishek Banerjee interacts with players and staff of the Diamond

PIC/MPOST

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Trinamool Con-
gress MP Abhishek Baner-
jee congratulated the staff and
players of Diamond Harbour
Football Club, a club that he
patronises, for being pro-
moted to the Premier Divi-
sion of the Calcutta Football

League in its maiden season.

In a message, he said:
"The great Pele said suc-
cess is no accident. It is hard
work, perseverance, learn-
ing, studying, sacrifice and
most of all, love of what you
are doing or learning to do.
Our players and staff at Dia-
mond Harbour Football Club

‘My best wishes
and congratulations
to all involved

in achieving

this stupendous
milestone!’

have precisely incorporated
these wise words as they have
achieved an inimitable feat of
being promoted to the Pre-
mier Division of the Calcutta
Football League in its maiden
season. My best wishes and
congratulations to all involved
in achieving this stupendous
milestone!"

The club was launched in
April this year. At an event in
Batanagar, unveiling the club's
logo and jersey, Banerjee had
said: “There will be no poli-
tics in this club. You can be a
supporter of BJP, CPI(M) or
Congress but the doors of this
club will remain open for all.
This is a platform for district-
level players”

Himalayan parts of Darjeeling,
Sikkim, Kalimpong, there may
be a possibility of snowfall in
these regions.

People in various South
Bengal districts witnessed mist
early in the morning. Jhargram
registered its lowest tempera-
ture at 16 degree Celsius on
Sunday while Purulia recorded
its lowest temperature at 14.4
degree Celsius. The MeT office
said that a low pressure may
form over south-east Bay of
Bengal and Andaman Sagar on
November 16. It may gain some
strength and may move towards
Tamil Nadu and Puducherry.
The MeT office earlier predicted
that people in south Bengal

‘South Bengal
districts will witness
temperature around
14 degree Celsius
in the next couple
of days’

would experience winter chill
from this week as the mercury
will slide down. It also predicted
that some of the North Bengal
districts may receive light rain-
fall in the next couple of days.
North Bengal districts may soon
record the lowest temperature
around 4 degree Celsius.

The lowest temperature in
South Bengal already touched
20 degree Celsius in the first
week of November. The MeT
office said that the tempera-
ture during night may remain
around 17-18 degree Celsius in
the next couple of days. Peo-
ple will get a feeling of a winter
chill once the mercury drops
below 15 degree Celsius.

3-yr-old’s father accused
of killing his child held;
mother absconding

OUR CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA: Police arrested
the father of the three-year-old
child who was allegedly mur-
dered by him in Anandapur.

Acting on a tip-off, cops
nabbed the accused Bijoy
Boral from the Tiljala area on
Saturday night. Earlier police
had informed that the accused
person is Bijoy Mondal but on
Sunday it was rectified and
cops claimed that the correct
name of the accused is Bijoy
Boral.

During interrogation, Bijoy
reportedly confessed that on
November 6, he was having
liquor when his three-year-old
son Rohan asked to take him to
the bathroom. As the child kept
on asking, Bijoy got irritated
and slapped his son.

Later he pushed his son
and the child’s head hit the wall
causing an injury. As soon as
the child fell unconscious, Bijoy
realised his mistake and rushed
him to a doctor.

Bijoy and his wife Soni
told the doctor that their son

The couple buried
the body on
November 7 at the
Gobra Hindu Burial
Ground and fled

had fallen inside a bucket full
of water. However, it is still
unclear whether the doctor had
declared the child dead or he
died after returning home, and
why the burial ground staff did
not raise a question about the
death certificate of the child.

The couple buried the body
on November 7 at the Gobra
Hindu Burial Ground and fled.

Police had initiated a mur-
der case based on a com-
plaint lodged by the child’s
grandmother Mina Bibi on
November 9 who doubted
her son-in-law had killed her
grandchild.

Police are searching for
Bijoy’s wife as well. Mean-
while, police are waiting for
the autopsy report to ascertain
the exact cause of death.

Netaji Indoor Stadium

ICA-D 2035 (21)/2022

Free of cost

Smartphone/Tab

Students studying in Class 12 under
the administrative control of
State-Government schools and
madrasas, will receive a sum of
10,000 each in their bank accounts
to purchase tablet PC or smartphone
of their choice for the purpose of
online education.

Hon'ble Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee

will initiate the process

14 November, 2022 | 12 noon

School Education Department,
Government of West Bengal

Government will
provide free of cost
smartphone/tab to
more than 10 lakh
students
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RUPANNO

appearing in a new incarnation

Hon'ble Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee

will inaugurate
RUPANNO, the building of
West Bengal Joint Entrance
Examinations Board
in virtual mode

i
1A

14 November, 2022
12 noon

Netaji Indoor Stadium

August presence:

Bratya Basu
Minister-in-Charge
Department of School
and Higher Education
Government of West Bengal

e The West Bengal Joint Entrance Examinations Board established in 1962, is one of the premier
Institutions for conducting national level entrance examinations.

 The Board conducts the entrance examinations for almost all professional courses in West Bengal.
o The new building with six floors, has about 48,000 sq. ft. area.

The Board is committed to help the students, aspiring for
higher education in the forthcoming days

I l West Bengal Joint Entrance Examinations Board

DB-118, Sector |, Salt Lake, Kolkata - 700 064

Department of Higher Education,
Government of West Bengal
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Explosion on railway track
in Udaipur; NIA investigates

‘Members across parties
skip Parliament’s Standing
Committee meetings’

Officials said mining explosives were used in blast at Odha bridge near
Kewda Ki Naal, which comes under Jawar Mines police station of Udaipur

OUR CORRESPONDENT

UDAIPUR (RAJ): An explo-
sion occurred on a railway
track here on Sunday, hours
before the recently inaugu-
rated Asarwa-Udaipur Express
train from Ahmedabad was to
pass. Police said they are inves-
tigating all angles, including
sabotage.

Officials said mining explo-
sives were used in the blast at
Odha bridge near Kewda Ki
Naal, which comes under the
Jawar Mines police station of
Udaipur.

“Local people informed
us about the explosion in
the morning. We have found
some explosives on the track
and efforts are being made to
identify those responsible,” Sta-
tion House Officer (SHO) Anil
Kumar Vishnoi said.

Railway Minister Ashwini

Police personnel investigate after an explosion on Udaipur-Ahmedabad

railway track in Udaipur on Sunday

PTI

Vaishnaw said the blast was
reported about 35 km from
Udaipur. “We have our best on
the spot - ATF, NIA and RPE
The accused will be severely
punished,” he said.

The bridge restoration team
is also on the site. Rajasthan

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
said the incident was worry-
ing and ordered Director Gen-
eral of Police Umesh Mishra
to investigate the matter thor-
oughly. Mishra said efforts
were being made to identify
and arrest those responsible.
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Birds swim in the Ana Sagar lake during sunrise in Ajmer district on Sunday PTI

» Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said the blast
was reported about 35
km from Udaipur

» The bridge restoration
team is also on the site

» Teams of the Forensic
Science Laboratory and
the Anti-Terrorist Squad
(ATS) visited the spot and
conducted investigations

“Necessary action is being
taken in coordination with rail-
way officials;” he said.

The DGP further said that
central agencies were cooperat-
ing in the probe.

Teams of the Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory and the Anti-
Terrorist Squad (ATS) visited
the spot and conducted investi-

gations. Another police official
said a “Superpower 90” detona-
tor was used for the explosion.
“The blast appears to be well-
planned. Due to the alertness
of the local people, the matter
came to light and a major inci-
dent was averted,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had flagged off the inau-
gural run of the Asarwa-Udai-
pur Express from the Asarwa
railway station in Ahmedabad
on October 31.

Following the explosion,
the train was halted at the
Dungarpur station, a railway
spokesperson said.

Udaipur Superintendent
of Police Vikas Sharma said
all angles, including sabotage,
were being probed and the
work to restore the tracks was
underway. Police and railway
officials are also at the spot for
the investigation, the SHO said.

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: MPs from var-
ious parties have skipped the
Parliamentary Standing Com-
mittee meetings after they were
reconstituted in September to
deliberate on the Bills for intro-
duction in Parliament during
2022-23, according to the data
on the Lok Sabha website.

After the reorganisation
of 13 Standing Committees
of the Lower House, 22 meet-
ings were held from October
to November 2022 for select-
ing the subjects to be consid-
ered during the year 2022-23 in
which only 16 members were
present on an average, the data
showed.

The Standing Committee of
Parliament consists of 31 mem-
bers from Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha in which 21 are from the
Lower House and 10 from the
Upper.

On an average, more than
40 per cent of members were
absent in the meetings of
more than a dozen Standing

If ordinance sent by state govt
targets me, will refer it: Kerala Guv

OUR CORRESPONDENT

THIRUVANANTHA-
PURAM/ NEW DELHI:
Kerala Governor Arif Moham-
med Khan said that if the ordi-
nance sent to Raj Bhavan by the
CPI(M)-led government was
intended to target him, then he
will not sit in judgement over it
and would refer the same to the
President.

Khan, while speaking to
reporters in New Delhi on
Saturday evening, said he was
yet to see the ordinance or go
through it and would take a
decision only after that.

“If T am the target, then I
shall not be the judge in my
own cause. I won't declare it
now. I will see it and if I come
to the conclusion that the pur-
pose is to target me, then I shall
not sit in judgement (over it). I
shall refer (to the President),”
he said.

State Minister for Local
Self-Governments and Excise
M B Rajesh, meanwhile, said
that the government expects
the Governor to act in accor-

The Kerala cabinet on November 9 had
decided to come out with the ordinance
amidst the Left government’s ongoing
tussle with Khan over functioning of
universities, including appointment of Vice
Chancellors, in the state

dance with the Constitution.

Rajesh, while speaking to
reporters in Thiruvanantha-
puram, said that the state gov-
ernment exercised its powers
under the Constitution when
it came out with the ordi-
nance and sent the same to the
Governor.

“It is legal, constitutional
and in accordance with the
rules. We can now only expect
that everyone will act in accor-
dance with the Constitution,”
he said.

Khan reached Delhi on Sat-
urday evening, a Raj Bhavan
source said.

Earlier that day, the Left
government in Kerala sent, to
the Raj Bhavan, its ordinance
to remove the Governor from

the post of Chancellor of uni-
versities in the state.

The Kerala cabinet on
November 9 had decided to
come out with the ordinance
amidst the Left government’s
ongoing tussle with Khan over
functioning of universities,
including appointment of Vice
Chancellors, in the state.

The ordinance intends to
appoint eminent academicians
as Chancellors of the universi-
ties in the state in place of the
Governor. The decision of the
Pinarayi Vijayan-headed gov-
ernment has been opposed by
both the Congress and BJP as
both parties have alleged that
the move was aimed at turn-
ing universities in Kerala into
“Communist centres.”

The Standing
Committee of
Parliament consists
of 31 members
from Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha in
which 21 are from
the Lower House
and 10 from the
Upper

Committees of the Lok Sabha,
including the Ministry of Agri-
culture, Food and Consumer
Affairs, External Affairs, Com-
merce, Housing and Urban
Affairs, Social Justice and
Empowerment, it showed.

The BJP which has the larg-
est number of members on the
committees also accounted for
the highest absentees.

Notable members who were
absent from the meetings of
these committees were Man-
mohan Singh, Rahul Gandhi, P

Chidambaram, Manish Tewari,
Deepender Hooda (all Con-
gress); Jaya Bachchan (SP);
Hema Malini, Maneka Gan-
dhi, Pragya Singh Thakur, Rajiv
Pratap Rudy, Pravesh Sahib
Singh Verma, Kirit Premjibhai
Solanki (all BJP); Ilaiya Raja
(nominated); Harbhajan Singh
and Sanjay Singh (both AAP);
Simranjit Singh Mann (Akali
Dal Amritsar) etc.

Akali Dal’'s Harsimrat Kaur
Badal, Trinamool Congress’s
Abhishek Banerjee and Kalyan
Banerjee, independents Kapil
Sibal and Navneet Rana, R]D’s
Misa Bharti were also absent
from the committee meetings.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been raising this
issue to ensure the presence of
BJP MPs in the Parliamentary
committees.

According to statistics, only
12 members were present in the
meeting held on October 10, of
the 31-member Standing Com-
mittee attached to the Ministry
of Agriculture, Animal Hus-
bandry and Food Processing.

Gujarat voters will
teach BJP alesson
this election: Gehlot

OUR CORRESPONDENT

JODHPUR: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Sunday said there is a strong
anti-incumbency wave against
BJP in Gujarat and voters will
“teach them a lesson” in this
assembly election.

Polling for the Gujarat
assembly election will take
place on December 1 and 5.

Inflation, rising unemploy-
ment and poor infrastructure
are a cause of concern in Guja-
rat and the people there will
vote on these issues, he told
reporters on the sidelines of
Rajasthan Digifest 2022 here.

“Once upon a time, roads
were in a good condition there,
now they are not. Students are
neither getting jobs nor are
they being given employment
opportunities. Even if they
get jobs, their salaries are low.
Employees are unhappy. There
is alot of fear among people in
Gujarat,” the senior Congress

leader said. “In the upcom-
ing elections, people will teach
them a lesson. There is a huge
anti-incumbency wave going
on in the state which will be
seen in the results of this elec-
tion,” he said.

The Gujarat assembly elec-
tions are witnessing a three-
way contest among the ruling
BJP, which has been in power in
the state for 24 years, the oppo-
sition Congress and the Arvind
Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), which has kicked off a
high-pitched campaign.

Gehlot, a senior All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
observer for the Gujarat elec-
tions, said the people of the
state are “fed up with unem-
ployment and rising inflation”

“There is no Gujarat model.
That was Modi’s model which
has been exposed completely
now. The people have under-
stood that the employment
problem is terrible and there is
inflation in the state,” he said.
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tition and he proved that on

England

Experienced Haris Rauf
and young Nasim Shah
bowled their hearts out to
prevent it from becoming a
one-sided game but Stokes
soaked the pressure along
with Ali as the duo put on
a 48-run stand for the fifth
wicket to nail the win that
avenged England’s loss to the
same rivals in the ‘92 World
Cup final.

Pacer Shaheen Shah
Afridi also could not bowl
his full quota of overs after
suffering a hamstring injury
while fielding and that too
helped England.

The Player of the evening
was certainly left-arm seamer
Sam Curran, whose couple of
spells heavily tilted the game
in the favour England.

Stokes took 30 balls to
measure the Pakistani attack
but with no scoreboard pres-
sure, the southpaw pressed
the accelerator just when
needed to finish the match.

The MCG rooted for
Pakistan but no one grudged
when Stokes pumped his
fists after what had been an
incredibly difficult few years,
battling depression and men-
tal health issues.

In front of an audience of
80,462, two highly-rated but
not enough celebrated T20
bowlers Curran and Rashid
scripted the win.

The duo put relentless
pressure on the Pakistan bat-
ting line-up to restrict the
opposition to a below-par
137 for eight.

Curran, who made come-
back from an injury earlier
this year, has been England’s
go to’ bowler in the compe-

the big stage with brilliant
figures of 4-0-12-3.

The wily Rashid (4-1-
22-2) wasn't going to be left
far behind as he choked the
run-flow in the middle overs
with as many as 25 dot balls
between him and Curran.

The MCG track had
enough bounce and pace but
Buttler’s best-performing
bowling duo (Curran and
Rashid) did exactly the oppo-
site — taking the pace off
their deliveries.

Rashid flighted and low-
ered his pace to 75 kmph
while Curran bowled
between 126 kmph to 130
kmph which made run scor-
ing difficult for the Pakistani
batters.

Both Babar (32 off 28
balls) and Mohammed Riz-
wan (15 off 14) started on
a cautious note as they had
been doing for the past one
year.

Curran, England’s most
consistent bowler in the tour-
nament, angled one across
at fuller length and Rizwan
didn’t have enough width to
drive as he dragged that back
to the stumps.

Babar hit a couple of
boundaries but as it has been
for him generally, it was
more of a struggle to keep the
scoreboard alive.

At the start of the back-
10, when Jos Buttler intro-
duced Liam Livingstone to
bowl his off-breaks, Shan got
14 runs with a down-the-
ground boundary and a six.

But Babar at the other
end was foxed by Rashid as
he shaped to play the cut and
found a googly cramping
him for room to give a return
catch to the English leg-spin-
ner of Pakistani descent.

Iftikhar Ahmed (0) would
like to forget the evening as
he was kept under a tight
leash by Rashid and then

Stokes bowled one in the
channel to get a nick as Paki-
stan slumped to 85 for 4 in
the 13th over.

Shan built a launchpad for
himself and threw it all away
as Curran tested his patience
with variations of cross-seam
deliveries and cutters.

US Senate

In Phnom Penh, Cam-
bodia, for the summit of
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, a beam-
ing Biden said of the election
results: I feel good. 'm look-
ing forward to the next cou-
ple of years.

“I'm not surprised by
the turnout. I'm incredibly
pleased by the turnout. And
I think it’s a reflection of the
quality of our candidates.
And the they’re all running
on the same programme;’
Biden said.

Biden, 79, said winning
a 51st seat from the Georgia
runoff next month would be
important and allow Demo-
crats to boost their standing
on key Senate committees.

“It’s just simply better;
Biden said. “The bigger the
number, the better”

Retaining Senate control
is a huge boost to President
Biden over the remaining
two years of his first term in
the White House and how
much leverage his party will
ultimately have.

This election is a victory a
victory and a vindication for
Democrats, our agenda,” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer told reporters in
New York. He described it as
a victory for the American
people.

Once again President
Biden defied expectations.
These midterm election
results show best midterm

performance for an incum-
bent President s party in 20
years since George W Bush’s
GOP gained seats following
9/11, Ajay Bhutoria, deputy
National Finance Chair of the
Democratic National Com-
mittee, told PTI on Satur-
day after the Nevada election
results.

Before the elections, polit-
ical pundits and pollsters
predicted a red wave which
was not to be seen anywhere
during the November 8 mid-
term polls.

Four days after the elec-
tions, the opposition Repub-
lican Party is struggling
to gain the majority in the
House of Representatives,
which as per the pollsters,
looked like a wave for them.

As of Saturday night, the
Republicans had either won
or were leading in 213 seats
as against 203 of the Demo-
cratic Party, with 218 being
the halfway mark. This bet-
ter-than-expected perfor-
mance by the Democrats
is attributed to the people-
friendly policies of Presi-
dent Biden and the tilt of the
youth towards him.

Republicans say they are
confident they will secure
majority in the House even
as they voice dismay that the
size of their numbers over
Democrats is likely to be far
smaller than pre-election pre-
dictions that forecast a “red
wave” of Republican winners
filling the House chamber in
January, when the new Con-
gress is sworn in.

The victory is a major
boost to President Biden in
the second half of his term,
both for his legislative agenda
and his ability to appoint top
judges and other key officials.

Under President Biden’s
leadership, Democrats have
shown surprising strength.
Democrats have also been
successful in governors’ races,

winning in Wisconsin, Mich-
igan and Pennsylvania and
the Senate seat in Pennsylva-
nia, Bhutoria said.

With votes still being
counted across the country,
Republicans still have the
opportunity to win control of
Congress. But the results are
uplifting for Democrats who
were braced for sweeping
losses, he said.

This is the first time we
have an Indian American
Lt Governor in Maryland
- Aruna Miller and we also
have 5th Indian American
congressman in the house
-Shri Thanedar. Overall,
people voted for President
Biden’s call to save and pro-
tect the Democracy, abortion
rights and economy, restor-
ing the soul of our nation,
Bhutoria said.

The New York Times
described the Saturday
results as a decisive moment
in an extraordinary midterm
election in which Democrats
defied historical patterns and
predictions of major losses.

Control of the House has
still not been decided, sev-
eral days after an Election
Day that fell short of predic-
tions that Republicans would
sweep to power in Washing-
ton in a repudiation of Presi-
dent Biden’s leadership, the
daily reported.

The Washington Post
described it as welcome news
for Biden, who it said was
staring down the possibil-
ity of humbling defeats as the
election neared.

Now, the Senate, which
oversees the confirmation of
executive branch personnel
and federal judges, will stay
in his party’s corner. A Sen-
ate majority will also give the
president and his party more
say over legislative debates on
domestic and foreign spend-
ing and other major issues,
the daily reported.

According to Republican
Sampat Shivangi, national
president of the Indian
American Forum for Politi-
cal Education, the elections
brought surprising and unex-
pected results.

It was assumed that
Republicans will have a hey-
day and win easily both
the House, and Senate and
President Trump will ride
the wave and announce his
candidacy for Presidency in
2024, he noted.

However, the perfor-
mance of the Republican
Party has been far below
expectations.

The US Congress will
have a slim majority for
Republicans, he said.  AGENCIES

Ramdev

In its earlier order, the
Authority had asked Divya
Pharmacy to stop the pro-
duction of five of its products
— Bpgrit, Madhugrit, Thy-
rogrit, Lipidom tablets and
Eyegrit Gold tablets — which
were being promoted as
medicines for blood pressure,
diabetes, goitre, glaucoma
and high cholesterol.

The previous order said
the company can restart
manufacturing these prod-
ucts only after the authority
approves their revised formu-
lation sheets. The action was
taken following a complaint
filed by a doctor from Kerala,
K V Babu, in which he had
accused Divya Pharmacy
of violating the Drugs and
Magic Remedies (objection-
able advertisement) Act and
Drugs and Cosmetic Act.

Babu had lodged his com-
plaint against the firm with
the Authority in July and fol-
lowed it up with another via
email on October 11.

AGENCIES

Jaishankar

Sullivan said that Presi-
dent Biden was looking
forward to seeing Prime
Minister Modi on the side-
lines of the G-20 summit in
Bali.

“I would point out Prime
Minister Modi has already
been to the White House
since President Biden took
office, and the two of them
have had the opportunity
to meet in person multiple
times and to talk by phone
and on video multiple times,”
he told reporters at the White
House on Thursday.

He said the two leaders
see common interests on a
number of critical issues and
have really worked together
to strengthen the US-India
partnership.

“When you add all that
up, it is a productive, very
practical relationship,” Sulli-
van said.

“President Biden is look-
ing forward to seeing Prime
Minister Modi at the G-20
this year, as we look ahead to
the next year;” he said.

India will hold the presi-
dency of the G-20 next year
and there is a possibility of
a US presidential visit to the
country.

India has not yet con-
demned the Russian invasion
of Ukraine and it has been
maintaining that the crisis
must be resolved through
diplomacy and dialogue.
Since the Ukraine conflict
began in February, Prime
Minister Modi spoke to Rus-
sian President Vladimir
Putin as well as Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelen-
skyy a number of times.

WITH AGENCY INPUTS

Punjab

in March and the bru-
tal murder of singer Sidhu
Moosewala in May had
sparked outrage.

There was also a rocket-
propelled grenade attack at
the Punjab police intelligence
headquarters in Mohali and

After the murder of the
Dera follower, the opposition
parties had said that the state
had become the terror capital
of the country with a reign of
anarchy.

The state’s home depart-
ment, in a missive to the
police head, commissioners
of police, deputy commis-
sioners and senior superin-
tendents of police, said the
chief minister had issued
directions to take these steps
to maintain law and order in
the state.

According to the order,
songs that glorify weapons
and violence should be com-
pletely banned.

There should be a com-
plete ban on public display of
weapons including on social
media, the order said.

It stated that within three
months, there should
be a review of arms licenses
issued till now and if any
arm license is found issued
to any wrong person,
it should be cancelled
immediately.

The order further stated
that no new arms license will
be issued in the next three
months.

Such a license should only
be issued if the concerned
official is satisfied at a per-
sonal level that it is necessary
to give it.

In the coming days, sur-
prise checks should be con-
ducted at different places, the
order said.

The fresh order comes
a day after a major reshuf-
fle in the police depart-
ment was done by the state
government.
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At 75.6%, Himachal Pradesh
registers record voter turnout

In the 2017 Assembly polls, 75% exercised their franchise

ASHWINI SHARMA

SHIMLA: Himachal Pradesh
has registered a record poll-
ing of 75.6 per cent in the Sat-
urday’s voting for 68 assembly
constituencies, breaking all
previous records in the state,
including the 75 per cent turn-
out in the 2017 polls.

The detailed statistics of
the votes polled though EVMs
and postal ballots were released
by the Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) Maneesh Garg here on
Sunday. The high polling per-
centage has raised the hopes of
the Congress to stage a come-
back to power after five years
while the BJP is confident
about Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modjis charisma work-
ing in the state, once again, to
change the custom of rotating
governments in the state.

“It's 100 per cent. We are
forming the next government,”
said Vikramaditya Singh, MLA
and son of former Chief Min-
ister Virbhadra Singh. Singh is
contesting for the second time
from Shimla (rural), earlier a
constituency of his father.

The highest polling percentage of 85.25 per cent was reported from

Doon assembly constituency in Solan district

MPOST

As per the figures released
Sunday evening, the poll per-
centage through EVMs is 74.6
per cent. Besides this, 1 per cent
postal ballots had been received
already taking the overall turn-
out to 75.6 per cent till now.

Nearly 2 per cent postal bal-
lots are yet to be received. The
highest polling percentage of
85.25 per cent was reported
from Doon assembly constitu-
ency in Solan district and low-
est of 62.53 per cent in Shimla
(Urban). Chief Minister Jai

Maharashtra’s political
atmosphere has become
polluted: Sanjay Raut

MUMBALI: Shiv Sena MP San-
jay Raut on Sunday claimed
Maharashtra’s political atmo-
sphere has become polluted
where many people are out to
“destroy” each other. Raut said
he realised this again after com-
ing out of jail on November 9.

The Rajya Sabha member
was arrested by the Enforce-
ment Directorate in a money
laundering case on August 1
this year and granted bail by a
court in Mumbai on Novem-
ber 9. On Sunday, he resumed
his weekly column Rokhthok
in ‘Saamana, the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Sena faction’s
mouthpiece of which he is the
executive editor.

The Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi government in
Mabharashtra collapsed in June
this year following a rebel-

lion led by Sena leader Eknath
Shinde, who later became the
chief minister with the BJP’s
support. “There is a feeling of
hatred and politicians have
now reached a stage where they
don’t want their opponents
even to be alive. Maharash-
tra’s political atmosphere has
become polluted where peo-
ple are out to destroy to each
other;” Raut claimed.

“When I was asked about
(Maharashtra Deputy Chief
Minister and BJP leader)
Devendra Fadnavis's comment
that bitterness in politics has to
end, I replied that he is speak-
ing the truth and media started
saying I have toned down,” the
Sena leader said. “Democracy
and freedom do not exist now,
these are merely names now;”
Raut claimed. AGENCIES

Ram Thakur’s constituency
Seraj received 82.10 per cent
polling. Thakur is comfortably
placed in his constituency for
being elected for the sixth time.
A comparative analy-
sis of the constituencies viz:
Dharampur,  Jaisinghpur,
Shimla, Baijnath, Bhoranj,
Solan, Kasumpati, Sarkaghat,
Jaswan Pragpur, Hamirpur
and Badsar revealed that out
of 11 constituencies improved
remarkably in higher voting
turnout almost by 7 per cent.

While 76.8 per cent
of the total female
electorate exercised
their franchise, it
was 72.4 per cent
among men

The percentage point
increase in Dharampur was
6.93 i.e from 63.6 per cent in
2017 to 70.54 per cent.

Similarly in Jaisinghpur,
the percentage increased from
63.791in 2017 to 65.31 per cent.
In Bhoranj, it has increased
from 65.04 to 68.55 per cent.

In Solan, it has improved
from 66.45 to 66.84 per cent.
The district of Solan polled
77.08 per cent votes while
Bilaspur with its four constit-
uencies polled 76.44 per cent
votes showing highest polling
of 82.10 per cent at Naina Devi.

Bilaspur is the district
where Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi had laid the foun-
dation stone of Rs 1,470 crore
AIIMS project which he inau-

Gujarat polls: Cong announces
fifth list of six candidates

NEW DELHI: The
Congress on Sunday
released its fifth list

of six candidates for
the Gujarat Assembly
elections scheduled to
be held in Decemberin
two phases.

The six candidates
declared by the party
included Manhar Patel
from Botad in place of
Ramesh Mer.

The total number of
candidates declared so
far by the party is 109.
The Congress had on
November 4 released
its first list announcing
the names of 43 candi-
dates for the elections.
On November 10, the

party came out with
another list with 46
names. It released a
list of seven candidates
on Friday but one was
a replacement for the
earlier announced
candidate. A fourth list
of nine candidates was
released on Saturday.
Among the candidates
named in the fifth list
are Jayanti Jerajbhai
Patel from Morbi,
Jivan Kumbharvadiya
from Jamnagar Rural,
Chhattarsinh Gunjariya
from Dhrangadhra,
Mansukhbhai Kalariya
from Rajkot West and
Divyesh Chavda from
Gariadhar. AGENCIES

Cong & AAP make Old Pension
Scheme restoration demand
major poll plank in Gujarat

Oppn aims to garner support of lakhs of govt employees who
are up in arms against BYP govt over new pension scheme

OUR CORRESPONDENT

AHMEDABAD: The demand
for restoration of the old
pension scheme (OPS) has
emerged as a major poll plank
in Gujarat with both the Con-
gress and the Aam Aadmi
Party promising to implement
it if voted to power in the state
where the Assembly elections
are scheduled next month.
With this promise, the
opposition parties aim to gar-
ner the support of lakhs of gov-
ernment employees who are up
in arms against the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) government
over the new pension scheme.
Elections for the 182 mem-
ber Gujarat Assembly will be
held in two phases on Decem-
ber 1 and 5. The Gujarat gov-
ernment had introduced the
new contributory pension
scheme for employees joining
the service on or after April 1,
2005. As per its notification,
it will make a matching con-
tribution of 10 per cent of the
basic pay plus dearness allow-
ance (DA) contributed by the
employees in the NPS fund.
Under the Centre’s scheme,
the government will contribute
14 per cent against an employ-
ee’s contribution of 10 per cent
of his/her salary and DA with
effect from April 1, 2019.
After protests by employees
in Gujarat, the state govern-
ment had said the new pension
will not be applicable to those
employees who had joined duty
before April 2005. It also prom-
ised to increase its contribution

+

There are nearly seven lakh government
employees who are pressing for the
demand for the OPS, including around
70,000 primary schools teachers who
joined before 2005 on a fixed salary

in the fund to 14 per cent from
the 10 per cent earlier.

The employees have staged
massive agitations against the
government in Gujarat while
demanding restoration of the
OPS because they believe the
New Pension Scheme is not
in the interest of the retiring
employees. With the BJP gov-
ernment not acceding to the
demands of the employees,
the Congress and the Arvind
Kejriwal-led AAP have assured
to bring back the OPS, in one
of their most emphatic poll
promises. Both the parties have
assured the agitating employees
that the new pension scheme
(NPS) will be scrapped and the
OPS will be resorted. They have
given the examples of their gov-
ernments in Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh (where Congress is in
power) and Punjab (governed
by the AAP) to drive home the
point. “We launched an agita-
tion with 15 demands, of which
those related to restoration of
the OPS and fixed salary issue
were not accepted. The govern-
ment formed a committee. It
said it will increase its contri-
bution to the NPS fund but no
notification was issued,” Digvi-
jaysinh Jadeja, working pres-
ident of the Akhil Bharatiya

Prathmik Shikshak Sangh, a
body of government primary
school teachers, said.

There are nearly seven lakh
government employees who
are pressing for the demand
for the OPS, including around
70,000 primary schools teach-
ers who joined before 2005
on a fixed salary. Jadeja had
in February 2019 led an agi-
tation where around two lakh
primary school teachers pro-
ceeded on ‘mass casual leave’
and gathered to protest outside
the Gujarat Assembly in capital
Gandhinagar.

The agitation was revived
ahead of the upcoming Assem-
bly elections when thousands
of state government employ-
ees, including school teachers,
joined the mass casual leave
protest across the state in Sep-
tember this year. The agitation
had forced the government to
mellow its stand on the issue
and it promised to take the
decision on the OPS at the right
time, saying it was a policy mat-
ter. Mahesh Mori, convenor of
the Rashtriya Samyukt Mor-
cha, abody of state government
employees, said that the gov-
ernment’s promises were only
verbal and no notification was
issued to make it official.

gurated in October 2022. The
BJP is expecting gains from
the project but the presence of
rebellion in the contest could
be a problem. Two constitu-
encies where the poll percent-
age dipped include Shimla(U)
and Baijnath. Maneesh Garg
said that the Election Commis-
sion of India, on their visit to
the state, had also asked and
guided the state to focus on low
voter turnout ACs and thanked
them for the same.

As per the CEO, there were
a total 27,88, 925 male voters
and 27,36, 306 females. The
third gender voters were 38.

Out of these, the total per-
centage of male population
who exercised their right to
franchise was 72.4 per cent
and that of females was 76.8 per
cent. Besides, the third gender
poll percentage was 68.4 per
cent. During the elections, BJP
banked on its double engine
sarkar theme and gave a slogan
--- Riwaaz Badlega while Con-
gress star campaigner Priyank
Gandhi Vadra told voters not to
change the custom of alternat-
ing the government.

‘Yatra wil
accountab

|ensure govt is held
e on people’s issues’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Congress
on Sunday said the Bharat
Jodo Yatra has been success-
ful in achieving its objective
of raising people’s issues and
going forward it will ensure
that the government is held
accountable.

The opposition party also
asserted that “untruths” spread
about Rahul Gandhi to malign
his image have been “demol-
ished” by the Yatra and his
“reality” has come to the fore
before the country.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the AICC headquarters
here, Congress leader Kan-
haijya Kumar said the Yatra
has been successful beyond
expectations.

“When it started, there
were a lot of questions about
whether people would come
or not or whether we will be
able to cover 25 km every day.
The last 60 days have passed in
a jiffty now;” he said.

“Yatris have gone beyond
physical pain. The yatra has
achieved its first objective.
Yatris have become comfort-
able with the yatra, the yatra
has become comfortable with
the country and the country
has become comfortable with
yatra,” said Kumar, one of the
participants who would walk

TEN

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi with supporters during the party’s
‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’, in Hingoli district on Saturday PTI

66 Yatris have

gone beyond physical
pain. The yatra has
achieved its first
objective

the full distance from Kanya-
kumari to Kashmir.

Yatra has achieved its first
objective and people know that
it is being undertaken to high-
light their issues, he said.

It has to now move towards
its second objective which is to
make the government of the
day accountable on issues of
the people and country, Kumar
said.

Asked if there has been
a change in Rahul Gandhi’s
image due to the Yatra, Kumar

said, “So much had been said
about Rahul Gandhi. Reporters
ask if his image will improve,
I would say his reality will
be before the people of the
country”

“All the things that were
said about Rahul Gandhi
that he is not serious, will go
abroad, will not walk, will go
on a vacation, will not stay in
a container, all this has ended.
Crores were spent to malign his
image, but his reality has been
brought out just by walking on
the road,” Kumar said.

Kumar also hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi over
his remarks that he receives
“2-3 kg” of abuses every day,
and said those spreading
hatred are also playing the “vic-
tim card”

President Murmu to attend Tribal Pride Day
celebration on November 15 in MP’s Shahdol

SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: President Drau-
padi Murmu is likely to attend
a state-level celebration, being
organised on November 15 as
a part of the nationwide Tribal
Pride Day in Shahdol of Mad-
hya Pradesh, to mark the birth
anniversary of Adiwasi icon
Birsa Munda. MP Chief Min-
ister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday informed about the
President’s visit to the state by
posting a series of tweets.

“Honourable President will
arrive in Shahdol to attend the
Janjatiya Gaurav Divas celebra-
tion. Her first arrival in Mad-
hya Pradesh as a President is a
pride for us,” the CM tweeted.
“Today, I invited her to come
to MP. It is our felicity that
the honourable president has
accepted the invitation,” Chou-
han also tweeted.

He said in another tweet,

20% of fuel used in brick kilns to

be paddy straw, directs Punjab govt

CHANDIGARH: The
Punjab government,
which is making con-
tinuous efforts in the
management of paddy
straw, has decided to
make it mandatory for
brick kilns that 20 per
cent of their fuel be
paddy straw.

This was disclosed by
Environment, Science
and Technology Minister
Gurmeet Singh Meet
Hayer in a press com-
munique on Sunday.

He said that under
the guidelines of Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann, the state gov-
ernment has issued a
notification that 20 per
cent of straw pellets for
brick kilns must be used
as fuel.

He also said that
brick kiln owners have
been given six months
to prepare for this new
management and action
will be taken against
those who do not imple-
ment these instructions
after May 1, 2023.

Meet Hayer said that
in situ and ex situ works
are being done by the
state government to
help farmers in stubble
management and deal
with the problem of pol-
lution caused by stubble
burning.

The farmers of Pun-

jab have been provided
1.25 lakh machines

on subsidy for in situ
stubble management
whereas under ex situ,
industries are being en-
couraged to use stubble
as fuel.

Efforts are being
made to generate CNG,
electricity and other
energy sources from
straw, said the minister.

Meet Hayer said that
under the new decision,
20 per cent use of straw
as fuel in brick kilns
will give a big boost to
straw management and
farmers will also get
financial help by selling
straw.

He further said that
the department of
environment and sci-
ence and technology
will provide all technical
assistance to the brick
kilns.

Besides, all deputy
commissioners have
also been asked to fol-
low these instructions
under the notification is-
sued in this regard. Mpost
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President Draupadi Murmu

“The whole MP will listen the
address from the President.
Welcome Rashtrapati Maho-
daya on the soil of MP”

The Union Ministry of
Tribal Affairs will organise
nationwide celebrations to
mark the birth anniversary of
Birsa Munda, who is revered
as God among tribal communi-
ties across the country. Munda
was a well-known freedom
fighter, social reformer and
famous tribal leader. The Union
government has asked its var-
ious ministries and the gov-
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Shahdol to attend the Janjatiya Gaurav
Divas celebration. Her first arrival in Madhya
Pradesh as a President is a pride for us

ernments of states and union
territories to participate in the
programmes organised by the
state tribal research institutes.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on November 15 last year
had announced in Bhopal that
the birth anniversary of Birsa
Munda would be celebrated as
the Tribal Pride Day to com-
memorate the contribution of
tribal communities to the his-
tory and culture of the nation.
The state-level celebrations
will be organised in tribal-
dominated Shahdol division
and in all tribal blocks of the
state. Chouhan has engaged
himself in the preparations to
mark the historic celebration.

On Sunday, he flew to Shah-
dol to ensure all the arrange-
ments, and before that, he had
invited the chiefs of the tribal
communities and discussed the
the arrangements with pub-
lic representatives, traditional
Tadvi, Patel and other represen-
tatives who have arrived from
different districts.

After losing the Assembly
elections in 2018, BJP came to
power in 2020 after toppling
the Congress government in
a dramatic political incident
and it has started focusing on
tribal voters. Since then, the
BJP-ruled government has
launched various schemes to
woo the tribal communities.

P T

Hon’ble Chief Minister

Mamata

Banerjee

will launch two new schemes
for State’s growing health sector
Tele-Mental Health Services &
16 slice CT scan machine at
Darjeeling for the people of hilly areas

West Bengal leads in Health Services :'

ot

Date: 14 November, 2022 | Time: 12 noon

Venue: Netaji Indoor Stadium

Tele-Mental Health Services:

o 24x7 telephone services to deal with
issues regarding mental health

o Atotal of 40 counselors and 25 doctors

will provide these services

( 4
o (all toll-free helpline 18008914416 or
14416 for counseling and doctor
consultation )
-

16 slice CT scan machine

at Darjeeling

[ ICA-D 2036 (16)/2022

Department of Healt

e Inauguration of first ever 16 slice
CT scan machine at Darjeeling
District Hospital. This will benefit

people of Darjeeling, Kurseong and
Mirik Sub-divisions

2 crores

o The State Government will provide
this service on PPP model

o The estimated cost of this project is

n
h & Family Welfare, Government of West Bengal
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Anyone casting evil eye on Indi

is given befitting reply: Def min

Rajnath Singh unveils statue of Prithviraj Chauhan at Jhajjar, Haryana

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHANDIGARH: Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Sunday asserted that safe-
guarding national interests is
the main focus of the BJP-led
government and anyone cast-
ing an evil eye on India is now
given a befitting reply.

“India is no longer weak.
We believe in peace,” Singh
said, adding that a befitting
reply is now given if anyone
tries to harm us.

Our soldiers have proved
this time and again, Singh said
referring to the 2016 surgi-
cal strikes and 2019 Balakot
airstrikes.

He also mentioned about
the bravery shown by sol-
diers during the Galwan Val-
ley standoff in eastern Ladakh.

He also said to get rid of the
colonial mindset, the Narendra
Modi government has taken a
number of initiatives, includ-
ing a new Indian Navy ensign
inspired from Maratha war-
rior Chhatrapati Shivaji, aboli-
tion of around 1,500 obsolete
British-era laws, renaming of
Rajpath as Kartavya Path and

| [ I
installation of a grand statue of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at
India Gate.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said that Haryana is a
land rich in culture, brav-
ery, and glorious history that
spread our culture’s message
throughout the nation and the
world. He stated that he salutes
such a brave land, which is an

Inclement weather puts off Skyroots
maiden rocket launch to Nov 18

NEW DELHI: Inclement weather conditions
have put off the sub-orbital launch of India’s
first privately developed rocket - Vikram-S - by
three days to November 18, the Hyderabad-
based space startup Skyroot Aerospace said on

Sunday.

“Due to the inclement weather forecast, we
have been given a new launch window from Nov
15-19 for our Vikram-S rocket launch from Sri-
harikota, with the most likely date being Nov 18
at 11:30 a.m,” a Skyroot Aerospace spokesper-
son said. The launch was earlier scheduled for
November 15. The maiden mission of Skyroot
Aerospace, named ‘Prarambh’, will carry pay-
loads of two Indian and one foreign customers
and is set for launch from ISRQO’s launchpad at

Sriharikota.

AGENCIES
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inspiration of sacrifice and
bravery. The statues of great
brave sons like Prithviraj Chau-
han and Rao Tula Ram teach us
to move forward in life.

The Defence Minister said
this while addressing the pub-
lic gathering after unveiling the
statue of Prithviraj Chauhan in
Kulana village of Thajjar district
on Sunday.

Pb: 4 of family

killed in road
accident

AMRITSAR: Four members
of a family were killed when
their motorcycle was hit by
an unidentified vehicle in
Ajnala near here, police said
on Sunday.

Station House Officer of
Ajnala Police Station Supin-
der Kaur said the accident took
place on Saturday night.

Surjit Singh (35), his wife
Santosh Kaur (32) and their
daughter Preet Kaur (7) and
son Sonu (5) were crushed to
death, she said.

The bodies have been sent
for postmortem examination,
Kaur said, adding that efforts
were on to identify the vehicle
that hit the motorcycle. AGENCIES

Tamil Nadu: Rains to recede,
CM Stalin to inspect delta region

Sirkazhi in the Cauvery delta region witnessed extremely
heavy rainfall affecting standing crops and normal life

OUR CORRESPONDENT

CHENNALI: Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister MK Stalin on Sunday
said he would soon be inspect-
ing rain-affected areas in the
Cauvery delta region.

After inspecting areas in
north Chennai, Stalin said
he would be visiting Sirkazhi
in Mayilduthurai district on
November 14. “People said
there is no rain water stagna-
tion in most (North Chennai)
areas,” the Chief Minister said
on his visit to city areas. From

Gujarat: CBI
arrests 2 CGST

officials for
demanding
Rs 75,000 bribe

AHMEDABAD: The CBI has
arrested two officials of the
Central Goods and Services
Tax (CGST) at Ankleshwar in
Gujarat’s Bharuch district for
allegedly demanding a bribe
of Rs 75,000, an official said
on Sunday.

CBI arrested a superinten-
dent and assistant commis-
sioner of the CGST, who were
produced before a court and
remanded to police custody till
Monday;, the official said.

As per a CBI release, the
accused allegedly demanded
Rs 75,000 from the com-
plainant for transportation of
goods from Modasa to Vapi
(both in Gujarat) through his
jurisdiction.

The complainant also
claimed that the accused had
demanded a monthly undue
advantage of Rs 1.5 lakh for
regular movement of goods
in his jurisdiction, the probe
agency stated. MPOST
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Monday, the India Meteorolog-
ical Department has forecast
a significant decrease in rain-
fall activity in Tamil Nadu and
nearby Puducherry.

Sirkazhi in Cauvery delta
district of Mayiladuthirai wit-
nessed extremely heavy rainfall
affecting standing crops and
normal life. Electricity distri-
bution infrastructure was hit.
Sirkazhi saw a record 44 cm,
all-time high for this specific
region and highest in Tamil
Nadu during the 24-hour
period that ended on the morn-

ing of November 12. Several
other areas in the delta zone has
recorded heavy rainfall.

Electricity Minister Senthil
Balaji inspected repair and res-
toration work in Sirkazhi and
lauded the state-run electricity
corporation workers for their
dedication to restore uninter-
rupted power supply.

The IMD has already pre-
dicted the likelihood of a fresh
low pressure area forming over
southeast Bay of Bengal and
adjoining Andaman sea by
November 16 or after.

Rajnath Singh stated that he salutes such
a brave land (Haryana), which is an
inspiration of sacrifice and bravery. The
statues of great brave sons like Prithviraj
Chauhan and Rao Tula Ram teach us to

move forward in life

Rajnath Singh saluted the
glorious personality of Prith-
viraj Chauhan and remarked
that Haryanas winds are filled
with bravery. The great history
of Haryana is thought to have
served as an example for others
both in the country and abroad.
He said that in every village of
Haryana, remarkable stories
of valour and pride of our sol-
diers can be heard. Our soldiers
are protecting the borders of
the country. He stated that the
feasibility of Sainik School in
the Matanhail of district Jhajjar
will be examined, and he com-
mitted that necessary action
will be taken in this regard. He
said that Haryana is becoming
a partner in the development
of the country under the able
leadership of Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi. He stated that

India has set a unique iden-
tity in the world today and
that with the goal of overtak-
ing countries like America and
China by 2047, India is on its
path to achieving that goal.

Chief Minister Khattar
stated that Prithviraj Chau-
han has a remarkable history
and we all should draw inspi-
ration from his life, bravery,
and selflessness and also ensure
to spread his message among
the youth. Prithviraj Chauhan
transformed the social and cul-
tural direction of the nation.
The Chief Minister said that
it was unfortunate that the
distorted form of history was
showcased for many years, so
the government has announced
to build a research institute and
memorial in the name of Prith-
viraj Chauhan in Taraori.

Mohan Bhagwat on 4-day
visit to Chhattisgarh

JASHPUR: Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat will arrive in
Chbhattisgarh on Sunday eve-
ning for a four-day visit during
which he will unveil the statue
of former BJP MP and Union
minister late Dilip Singh Judev
in the tribal-dominated Jash-
pur district, a Sangh function-
ary said.

Bhagwat will reach Jashpur
in the evening where he will
unveil the statue on Monday
and address a public meeting
to mark the Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas, said Kaniram, the prant
prachar pramukh of the Sangh’s
Chhattisgarh unit.

These programmes are
being organised by Vanvasi
Kalyan Ashram, a frontal

organisation of the RSS, which
carries out welfare activities for
forest dwellers in the tribal-
dominated remote areas, he
said.

The Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
is observed on November 15,
the birth anniversary of tribal
freedom fighter Birsa Munda,
to commemorate the contribu-
tion of tribal freedom fighters.

On Tuesday, Bhagwat will
attend the ‘path sanchalan’ pro-
gramme to be jointly held by
the RSS’ Surguja and Koriya
districts wings in Ambikapur,
the headquarters of Surguja
district, Kaniram said.

The RSS chief will also
address a programme where
Sangh members will be pres-
ent, he said. MPoST

q 100 new colleges in next 5 yrs

by upgrading dist hospitals’

The proposed colleges will be set up in 100 districts where
there is no private or government medical colleges

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Union
Health Ministry has drawn
a proposal to set up 100 new
medical colleges by 2027 by
upgrading district hospitals
under the fourth phase of a
scheme that aims to boost the
availability of human resources
for the health sector.

The colleges will be set up
under the centrally sponsored
scheme for the “establishment
of new medical colleges by
upgrading district or referral
hospitals” at an estimated cost
of Rs 325 crore per college on
the basis of central and state
share of 60:40, official sources
told.

The funding pattern for the
northeastern and special cat-
egory states is in the ratio of
90:10 between the Centre and
the state.

The Department of Expen-
diture has approved the pro-

The colleges will be set up under the
centrally sponsored scheme for the
‘establishment of new medical colleges by
upgrading district or referral hospitals’ at
an estimated cost of Rs 325 cr per college

posal of the Health ministry,
and a cabinet note in this regard
has already been drafted, offi-
cial sources said.

In the last three phases,
157 medical colleges were
approved, and 93 of them have
become functional while oth-
ers are at different stages of
construction.

These proposed 100 medi-
cal colleges will be set up in 100
districts which have a popu-
lation of more than 10 lakhs
and where there is no private or
government medical colleges.

“The proposal to set up 100
medical colleges by upgrading
district hospitals in the fourth
phase of the scheme has been

HC allows TN Medical College to

Increase intake of students in
NEET-UG 2022 counselling

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court has said
augmentation of medical infrastructure was
crucial to meet the rising need of qualified
doctors and deserving colleges must not be
denied the opportunity to enhance the strength
of medical professionals as it allowed a Tamil
Nadu college to increase intake of students for

NEET-UG 2022.

The high court’s observation came while
dealing with a petition by Dhanalakshmi Srini-
vasan Medical College and Hospital in Tamil
Named raising the issue of denial of request for
increased intake of students from 150 to 250.

It directed the authorities to permit the
college to take admissions of 250 students in
the ongoing counselling of NEET-UG 2022 for
MBBS course and added that they shall forth-
with issue necessary directions and intimate
the order to competent authority/body of the
Government of Tamil Nadu to add 250 seats in

its seat matrix.

AGENCIES

approved by the Expenditure
Finance Committee (EFC),
after which a Cabinet note
has been prepared,” an official
source said.

Further, the centrally spon-
sored scheme has a new com-
ponent of providing Rs 10 crore
each for setting up of nurs-
ing colleges attached with the
existing 157 medical colleges
already approved in the first
three phases, the source added.

But this will require amend-
ment in the existing minimum
standard requirement regu-
lations of the NMC in which
such attachment of medical
and nursing colleges is not
allowed.

g COVID mp

Active cases
dip to 12,307

NEW DELHI: India logged
734 new coronavirus infections
taking the tally of COVID-19
cases to 4,46,66,377, while the
active cases dipped to 12,307,
according to the Union health
ministry data updated on
Sunday.

The death toll has climbed
to 5,30,531 with three more
fatalities, the data updated at 8
am showed.

A decrease of 199 cases has
been recorded in the active
COVID-19 caseload in a span
of 24 hours.

The number of people who
have recuperated from the
disease surged to 4,41,23,539,
while the case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.19 per cent.

According to the minis-
try’s website 219.80 crore doses
of Covid vaccines have been
administered in the country so
far under the nationwide vac-
cination drive. AGENCIES

Army Chief Gen Pande leaves for France on 4-day visit

The visit aims to further strengthen the ‘honds of trust’ between the Indian and French armies

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Army Chief
Gen Manoj Pande on Sunday
left for France on a four-day
visit with an aim to further
strengthen the “bonds of trust”
between the Indian and French
armies amid the fast-evolving
security matrix and the geopo-
litical situation.

Gen Pande will hold exten-
sive talks with the top military
brass of France including the
Chief of the Defence Staff, the
Chief of the Army Staff and the
Commander of the Land Com-
bat Forces.

“The Chief of the Army
Staff has proceeded on a visit
to France from November 14

‘ -

Army Chief General Manoj Pande with Chief of Staff of French Air &
Space Force General Stéphane Mille, in New Delhi, Nov 2022

.

FILE PHOTO

to 17.

“During the four-day visit,
he will be meeting his counter-
parts and senior military lead-

ership of France with an aim to
enhance defence cooperation
between both the nations,” the
Army said.

60 years on, martyr of 1962 Sino-Indian
War yet to receive central govt honour

Little we know about Havildar Shere Thapa of Indian Army who singlehandedly delayed waves
of assault of Chinese Army in Upper Subansiri sector: Arunachal Chief Minister Pema Khandu

OUR CORRESPONDENT

ITANAGAR: “Little we know
about Havildar Shere Thapa of
Indian Army who singlehand-
edly delayed waves of assault
of Chinese Army during the
1962 war in Upper Subansiri
sector,’ Arunachal Chief Minis-
ter Pema Khandu had tweeted
earlier this year as he unveiled
a bust of the unsung hero, who
is still awaiting central govern-
ment recognition.

Thapa of the Indian Army’s
2nd Battalion of Jammu &
Kashmir Rifles had killed 79
Chinese soldiers alone and
injured many more in the bat-
tle fought at the Subansiri sec-
tor of Arunachal Pradesh in
November, 1962, before laying
down his life, according to offi-
cial records.

Sixty years on, the martyr,
lost in the annals of history, is

Thapa of the Indian Army’s 2nd Battalion
of Jammu & Kashmir Rifles had killed 79
Chinese soldiers alone and injured many
more in the battle fought at the Subansiri
sector of Arunachal Pradesh in November,
1962, before laying down his life

yet to get his due commenda-
tion, rued Thapa’s command-
ing officer 2nd Lieutenant
Amar Patil, who retired as a
colonel.

Lok Sabha MP from
Arunachal East Parliamentary
Constituency Tapir Gao had
in September last year called
on Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh in New Delhi and sub-
mitted a letter, requesting him
to confer gallantry award post-
humously on the havildar.

Born in Nepal in 1928,
Thapa had served in JAK

Regiment Special Force from
December 27, 1945 to Decem-
ber 31, 1956 and became part
of Indian Army on January 1,
1957.

He was later appointed as
platoon havildar under Sube-
dar Sher Bahadur.

“Thapa was deployed in
the protective patrol at Tama
Chung Chung ridge near Rio
Bridge in Upper Subansiri dis-
trict to cover the tracks coming
from Sino-Indian border;” the
retired colonel said.

“On November 18, 1962

about 200 PLA soldiers
sneaked in through the Tama
Chung Chung Ridge and ran
into the protective patrol of 2
JAK RIE Havildar Thapa was
manning the border from a
well-camouflaged vantage
point high on the mountains.
His gun boomed relentlessly,
like a roaring tiger, knocking
down many Chinese. He went
on firing non-stop without
food (as supply lines were cut
off) and sleep for three days,
while his lone soldier-friend
continued changing the car-
bines, till the duo ran out of
ammunition,” Patil told.

The pile of bodies of Chi-
nese soldiers was “so high” that
the river failed to carry them,
he said.

“When the Chinese firing
stopped, Thapa came out of his
bunker for a recce. He looked
towards the heap of mortal

remains with great satisfaction
but death was awaiting him. A
wounded Chinese soldier fired,
killing him instantly;” the octo-
genarian war veteran said.

The gallant action of Thapa
delayed the Chinese advance
for nearly 72 hours, he stated.

“In the encounter, over 70
Chinese soldiers, including a
senior officer, were said to have
been killed,” the retired army
officer said.

Thapa may not have won
any award but his bravery is
remembered by locals, who
hold him in very high esteem,
he underlined.

The havildar was survived
by wife and two children, but
little is known about their
whereabouts, Patil said.

Indian Army later con-
structed a memorial near Rio
Bridge, as a mark of tribute to
the valiant soldier.

It said Gen Pande will lay
a wreath at Neuve Chapelle
Indian Memorial, which com-
memorates the sacrifices of
4,742 Indian soldiers during
the First World War.

“He is scheduled to call on
the Chief of the Defence Staff,
Chief of the Army Staff, and
Commander Commandement
des Forces Terrestres (CFT) /
Command of the Land Combat
Forces, where he will discuss
avenues for enhancing India-
France defence relations,” the
Army said in a statement.

It said the Army Chief
will be visiting Ecole Mili-
taire, comprising various mili-
tary training establishments in
Paris, and address senior staff

Nation

officers attending a course at
Ecole de Guerra-T, which is a
French military academy.

He will also be visiting Mil-
itary Schools at Draguignan,
which are premier training
establishments that train com-
missioned officers and non-
commissioned officers.

“The  ever-expanding
defence cooperation engage-
ments which encompass a
broad spectrum of activities
have established a strong bon-
homie across every level of the
two Armies,” the Army said.

“The visit of Chief of Army
Staff to France will further
strengthen the bonds of trust
and understanding between
the two armies,” it said.

TWO SRI LANKAN BOATS APPREHENDED
FOR FISHING IN INDIAN WATERS

VISAKHAPATNAM (AP): The Coast Guard has ap-
prehended two Sri Lankan fishing boats with 11 crew
onboard for fishing in Indian exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) and escorted them to Kakinada for further investi-
gation. The fishing boats from the neighbouring country
were apprehended by ICGS Vigraha, about 175 nau-
tical miles from Kalingapatnam, on November 10 and
brought to the shore on Saturday for interrogation. The
Lankan vessels were engaged in fishing in Indian EEZ
without valid licences and documents, according to an
official release. As per the Maritime Zones of India Act
1981, fishing and poaching by foreign vessels in Indian
exclusive economic zone is an offence.

SUPREME COURT LAWYER JOINS BJP

NEW DELHI: A Supreme Court lawyer who worked as
a legal advisor to governors of several states joined
the BJP here on Sunday. Vikas Bansode joined the
party at its headquarters in the presence of its national
general secretary C T Ravi. Ravi told reporters that
Bansode had worked as a legal advisor to former gov-
ernors, including late Congress leader Hansraj Bhard-
wai, of states of Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. He knows many opposition leaders
inside out and that is why some of them are losing
sleep at his decision to join the BJP, Ravi said.




millenniumpost
KOLKATA | MONDAY, 14 NOVEMBER, 2022

@7

FDITORIAL

Awaiting a
paradigm shift

he 27" Conference of Parties (COP27), being held

in Egypt, is a golden opportunity for countries

to clear the logjam in the path of climate action.

Global collaboration is undoubtedly the keyword
when it comes to tackling the magnitude of climatic threats
we have been facing presently. COP27 is markedly different
from the previous versions due to certain reasons. Firstly, it
has come at a time when climatic aberrations are approach-
ing a saturation point of sorts. Secondly, it is being held in
Africa — a continent which remains the worst sufferer of
climate disasters that are taking a heavy toll on lives and
livelihoods. Proportional and parallel to the intensifica-
tion of climatic aberrations, debates and discussions, too,
have reached the peak — without much action though. The
theme of COP27 — “Together for Implementation’ — is
aptly reflective of the prevailing circumstances. While the
first keyword signifies the much-needed global coopera-
tion, the second a fatigue from inactive discussions. As
is known, the world today stands divided on the climate
action front — the rich world is pushing developing coun-
tries to enhance climate action and wean them away from
the use of non-renewable sources of energy while the devel-
oping world is demanding appropriate streamlining of cli-
mate finance. India, as a leader of developing countries,
has come to the centre-stage of the climate action delibera-
tions. At the COP27, right from the beginning, it has held
the crux of entire deliberations — climate finance — to
the forefront. With a largely suitable setting at the COP27,
whether India will be able to break the ice is a critical ques-
tion. But the focus is right. Until now, the loud talks around
climate action have led to a faulty perception that a lot is
being done in this regard while, in reality, very little action
has materialised. Idea is abstract, and not sufficient in itself.
It has to be backed by concrete action. And action at large
scale is not possible without appropriate finances. Amid
mutual blame games between the developed and the devel-
oping world, lack of climate finance is the real curse. As an
acknowledgement of their responsibility for overexploiting
natural resources to the planet’s detriment, the developed
countries at COP15 in Copenhagen (2009) had decided to
jointly mobilise USD 100 billion per year by 2020 to help
developing countries tackle the effects of climate change.
Despite heavy talks, this promise remained largely a prom-
ise. As per a report by the Centre for Science and Environ-
ment, the climate finance flow has increased since the Paris
Climate Agreement in 2015 but still remains substantially
low. In 2015, the overall flow was USD 44.6 billion, and rose
to USD 80.4 billion in 2019 and USD 83.3 billion in 2020.
This was still below the USD 100 billion promise. If it were
USD 100 billion a year, would a significant part of the prob-
lem be solved? Certainly not. A standing committee on
finance has estimated that USD 6-11 trillion are required
till 2030 to meet the targets set by developing countries
in their Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs).
Essentially, the annual USD 100 billion funding flow has
by and large become obsolete. Developing countries’ insis-
tence upon it is only symbolic. It is against this background
that the developing world is pushing for the new collective
quantified goal on climate finance (NCQG) — a brand new
climate finance target that may run in trillions. An Indian
delegation at the meeting averred that the “ambitious goal
set down by the developing countries requires substan-
tive enhancement in climate finance from the floor of USD
100 billion per year”. The nature of this financing should be
“long-term, concessional, and climate-specific with equita-
ble allocation between adaptation and mitigation projects”
Transparency is the key word making the rounds. It is reas-
suring to see that climate deliberations are heading towards
a paradigm shift. It remains to be seen how far the devel-
oping countries will succeed in bringing about a positive
change on the climate action front.

DearEditor

This is in reference to the editorial, ‘Outclassed’. India

is not likely to forget the thrashing it has received at the
semi-finals of the T20 World cup. England could have
easily scored another 50 runs easily in the remaining four
overs if required. All the post mortems are doing no good
to cricket in India. When Pakistan sneaked into the semis
thanks to the Netherlands, there were a lot of conspiracy
theories floating around that the game was rigged to enable
an India Pakistan final so that the ICC could rake in the
money. Hopefully, such rumours would now end, not just
for this tournament but also for others. Some of the memes
on social media were hilarious. But nothing can beat

the predictions of a panel of astrologists appearing on a
popular Hindi channel who predicted an India victory not
just in the semis but also the finals!

—ANTHONY HENRIQUES, MUMBAI, via email

ALREADY DELAYED

This is in reference to the news report, “Withholding names
for appointment in higher judiciary not acceptable: SC”.
Expressing deep anguish over the Centre not clearing the
names recommended by the collegium for appointment of
judges in high courts and the SC, the Supreme Court on
Friday said that such practice was not acceptable and sought
an explanation from the law secretary. The Court further
observed that the Centre was not following the guidelines
framed by it last year for appointment of judges in a time-
bound manner. Incidentally neither has the government
attempted to revive the National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC) since 2015, nor has SC taken
meaningful, proactive steps towards fostering transparency
or diversity. Therefore, given that the law as it stands now
authorises the collegium to propose judicial appointments,
there must be no inordinate delays in appointing judges
cleared by the body — government may object only in rare
cases and do so quickly. The Centre is free to enact an NJAC
but until then both the collegium and government must
adhere to set timelines in clearing names.

—KHOKAN DAS, KOLKATA, via email

millenniumpost.in

Log on to write letters to the editor or send them to
letter2editor.mp@gmail.com. You can also send your comments to The Editor,
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TALKING SHOP

It is all around
us and is now
(c)overtly
visible, but we
nonetheless
continue to
recuse ourselves.
Eventually,

we shall pay,
petulant as

we pretend

to be. What’s
wrong? It is a
factoid. We
are shamelessly
pretending to
be blind

We can read
Nehru not just
for the ideas
that his writings
present, or

not just for the
sense of social
philosophy that
his words evoke,
but for the grace
and rhythm with
which he delivers
his language

Looming breathlessness

It surrounds us, pollution. It is overtly visible. Yet we transgress. At the end of
the day, inordinate souls will pay. What is going so wrong in almost all of us?

“Water and air, the two
essential fluids on which all
life depends, have become
(large) global garbage cans”
- Jacques-Yves Coustea

aunt the titans, and

they shall surely and

eventually  strike

back, amid-a-force.
That is now happening, with
a vehemence that is scary and
advancing rapidly. Smog of a
vicious variety surrounds us
and is quite overwhelmingly
visible, but we recuse ourselves
nonetheless. On a recent drive
back to Delhi from Amritsar,
I witnessed the mayhem of
pollution in its real propen-
sity. At 10 and 11 am, the mis-
sus and I rejoiced for a mite
over the onset of fog, till we
realized that it was just envi-
ronmental smut (smog) in its
most devilish avataar. And all
along the highway, farmlands
were ablaze, spewing untold
ashes and particulates into the
skies, fanned by north-west-
erly winds, on to Haryana and
Delhi-NCR.

If we go back just a few
weeks, despite the hammer-
ing verdict of the Supreme
Court, Delhi had firecrack-
ers screeching and booming
our very innards (I am yet
to see a report on how many
were arrested or brought to
book for their vagrancies).
Clearly, we are a true and
pliable democracy, one that
absolves even law-breakers
when they demerit set prac-
tices and norms, more so in
the name of religious, men-
tal fervour and obstinate dis-
crepancy. We shan’t learn, it
seems, even though our skies
and lungs bespeak a whimsi-
cal tale, a pathetic and less-
than-altruistic illustration of
the aberration that we have
begotten upon ourselves.

How do I manifest this?
Well, give me a paragraph or
more and I shall show you
what we were supposed to
be, and what we have turned

Around 80 per cent of people living in Delhi now allegedly suffer from respiratory ailments due to pollution

out to be instead. The num-
bers shall talk and I find myself
and my words a-numbed and
a-humbled, much at the feet of
symbolic and inundating vic-
tories through ache-able and
destitute histrionics.

What a drive...

The numbers shall talk,
again, and no one can negate
them. In all, around 80 per cent
of people living in Delhi now
allegedly suffer from respira-
tory ailments due to pollu-
tion. Come a bit hither to Uttar
Pradesh, where 11 cities have
recorded less-than-apt air
quality. Here, the ruling par-
ty’s Varun Gandhi has quoted
rather eloquently, recently, that
110,000 infants were killed in
2019 alone due to air pollution,
born after the parents’ long-
term exposure to outdoor and
household pollution. More so,
1.67 million annual deaths are
being (ex)tolled amongst the
adult population in this region
alone.

Let’s move on then to air
purifiers, whose demand has
boomed. In Delhi, where pol-
lution-related curbs were lifted
and schools opened, the air
quality remains “very poor”.

It is thus a tough phase for a
majority of Indians who can’t
afford air purifiers—I am one
of them. For us, life contin-
ues amid phlegm, dust and
breathlessness. Children grow
up with stunted lungs, most
amid abject poverty. Moth-
ers clutch dying children and
wail their eyes out, but there
is no reckoning of whatsoever
thereof. At the other end of
this (in)glorious spectrum, a
new India thrives in SUVsand
merry holiday shenanigans.

I saw a gist of this problem
with my own eyes—or per-
haps I didn't—for it was all a
blurred miasma. The more I
drove, the less I could see. I
witnessed hundreds of kilome-
ters of a mess that farmers will
not admit to, but are creating
each year, just before-winter.
Governments, apparently, are
less than efficacious or capa-
ble. They are so impotent or
inept that they can’t stop the
burning of stubble. Whoa
and behold, some entrenched
agents even instigate this. End
of day, there’s fire, fire, every-
where, and not a g(1)oat to see.

A complex problem

The situation is complex

and involves many-a-score
intricacies, in this instance
the burning of stubble, some
resultant dust and a hell of a
lot of industrial pollution. Your
world and mine is not ideal, nor
is this your predicament alone.
In a clean and unencumbered
world, we may have manifested
and corrected our response and
responded to this hiatus. Today,
we see neither. We are now wit-
nessing a climactic mayhem.
How so? Here is how.

Of the 30 most polluted cit-
ies in the world, 21 are in India.
And at least 14 crore people
in India breathe air that is at
least 10 times or more polluted
than the WHO safe limit. And
13 of the world’s 20 cities with
the highest annual levels of air
pollution are in India. Wow
and woah! Sadly, a further 51
per cent of pollution in India
is caused by industries, 27 per
cent by vehicles, 17 per cent by
crop-burning and 5 per cent by
other sources. Yet, we rejoice.
Let’s guess which city leads the
list in India in terms of abject
pollution—Amritsar it is. And
that is exactly where I drove
from last week.

You want more? India is

the world’s largest consumer
of fuel-wood, agricultural
waste and biomass for energy.
We annually use 14.87 crore
tonnes of coal replacement
worth of fuel-wood and bio-
mass for energy. The overall
contribution of fuel-wood,
including sawdust and wood
waste, is 46 per cent, all told,
the rest being agricultural
waste and biomass dung. In
urban areas, traditional fuel
constitutes 24 per cent and we
tend to burn ten-fold more
than the United States itself.

What is moral?

Not much. Except that we
are running out of resources,
give or take a pinch. We are
also running out of spleen,
guts and nuts. These depletions
alone exemplify our running
out of breath. I thus tend to
look helter and skelter, hither
and thither, but I find little sol-
ace. For there is little left in that
beatified and forgotten whirl-
wind—the dream is all but
gone, as are our wonder-years.

Thus then, I go for a drive
down bully-lane, driven by my
own redoubtable past. Instead
of the bulwark and the edifice
that I grew up with and saw till
some years back, I now hear
un-answerable questions—
‘Kal kya hoga’ (What shall
happen tomorrow)? Aap meri
dekhbhal karenge?” (Will you
take care of me}.

I can answer only with a
saying from James Holzhauer,
“(I know that...) Life goes on
if you make a big bet and lose.
But if you don't give yourself
the best chance of winning,
you're going to kick yourself
tomorrow.” Through the mist
of the fog and the smog that
I have witnessed personally,
mostly self-created and all ill-
contained, we have already
kicked ourselves in some rare
parts. Let’s see how we sustain.

The writer is a veteran
journalist and communications
specialist. He can be reached on
narayanrajeev2006@gmail.com.

Views expressed are personal

An artist with pen

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru is widely regarded for his political prowess and
intellect but what is often ignored is his excellence in the writing craft

t is almost a rule that we

remember individuals

for their achievements in

their respective fields of
popular repute. While doing so
we tend to ignore or overlook
other accomplishments where
they truly displayed merit. How
many of us really know that Sub-
has Chandra Bose, apart from
being the patriot of patriots, was
also the pioneer of the concept of
planning in India. Similarly, we
are not so keen to appraise that
Gandhiji used to edit as many
as six newspapers. This is to an
extent applicable when we make
an assessment of Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru whose name we
all memorize as the first Prime
Minister of India. Pandit Nehru,
along with his achievements as a
freedom fighter and as a politi-
cal leader, was also gifted with
the art of expression. He was a
devoted writer who could eas-
ily combine his intellect with
meticulous choice of words.
Such was his command over
the language that even when
he wrote things like chroni-
cles or historical commentar-
ies, the readers experienced a
kind of ease and refreshment:
it was never drab narration of
facts. Pandit Nehru had the
opportunity of looking into the
diversities of life. He was also
well versed in various subjects.
Combining his self-acquired
knowledge and legacy of learn-
ing, Pandit Nehru could churn
out thoughts which were not so
pedagogical and yet they carried
profound sense of understand-
ing. Even with his schedule of
activities which, on many occa-
sions, sent him behind the bars,
Nehru was never tired of writ-
ing. Ironically, some of his best
works evolved during his ten-
ure of imprisonment — like
‘Letters from a Father to His
Daughter’ (1929), An Autobi-
ography’ (1936) and ‘The Dis-
covery of India’ (1946). All these
books have been read around
the world.

k.

Nehru’s writings bore a kind of sublimity coupled with penetrative discourse

“I am not a man of letters”
wrote Jawaharlal Nehru in one
of his missives from jail to his
daughter Indira, but of course
he was. Nehru changed the
course of Indo-Anglican prose;
his literary works intertwine
literature, history and science
all together. All through his
life Nehru did not spare any
opportunity of writing. His
words took the form of drafts
and resolutions for the Con-
gress Party. He was exposed
to writing essays on contem-
porary issues for newspa-
pers and journals. Nehru was
equally active in penning let-
ters addressed to his friends
and colleagues. As the Prime
Minister of India, Nehru had
the habit of writing long let-
ters to the chief ministers
every fortnight. It is clear that
despite the responsibilities he
had to shoulder, words were
always favourite to Nehru for
delineating a sense about the

conundrums of life and poli-
tics. Nehru was a man of letters
as readers of ‘Glimpses of World
History’ or ‘Discovery of India’
would gladly say. We can read
Nehru not just for the ideas
that his writings present, or not
just for the sense of social phi-
losophy that his words evoke,
but for the grace and rhythm
with which he delivers his
language. Nehru was among a
handful of Indian writers who,
like Tagore and Gandhi, could
write the Queen’s language
without the colonial taboo.

It is a saying that “English
made the empire”. It may be
true but individuals like Pan-
dit Nehru exhibited the art of
using English language as a
form of protest and criticism.
No wonder only Nehru could
have said about the Govern-
ment of India Act 1935 that it
is a machine “with all brakes,
no engine”. His condemnation
of the Act is even more articu-

late when he describes it as a
“Charter of Slavery”. Such use of
antithesis not only pronounces
the poignancy of rejection, it
also reveals appropriate usage
of words. Nehru advocated
freedom of press; he considered
fearlessness to be mandatory
for members of the press. Yet
his writings bore a kind of sub-
limity coupled with penetrative
discourse. There is no point of
overt excitement in Nehruvian
articles. Deep words of protest
sound with dulcet manifesta-
tions of the English language.
Pandit Nehru was prag-
matic enough to understand
the utility of communication
in English though English hap-
pened to be the language of the
colonial masters. Like many
contemporary Indian leaders,
Pandit Nehru accommodated
English in his conversation. He
strongly believed that in order
to reach the world, the impor-
tance of the English language
was immense. Even if one wants
to glorify the heritage of India,
to the outside world, English
would be utterly needed. This
is exactly what Nehru has done
in Discovery of India’. There is
no doubt that the work itself
has unveiled India not only
before the West but also before
many Indians. In Letters from
a Father to His Daughter’, the
way Nehru’s explanation of our
epics is not only beneficial to
children but it is also benefi-
cial to anyone who is willing
to know about our epics in a
succinct form. Nehru wrote
in various forms — autobiog-
raphy, letters, historical study,
journaling and others. While
doing so he strengthened these
genres in Indo-Anglian writ-
ing. He proved before the world
how Indians can frame differ-
ent pieces of writing. At the
same time, Nehru’s works pro-
vided a model to contempo-
rary writers and even to those
who came afterwards. Today
when the entire world pre-

fers lucid writing, we will have
to acknowledge that Nehru
achieved it much early. He was
way ahead of his time in his lit-
erary technique that relied on
words pleasing to the ear as well
as to the mind. In his works
like ‘Glimpses of World History’
Nehru maintained a kind of
objectivity of treatment, which
is a point of learning even for
modern chroniclers.

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
was a democrat who loved
freedom. His writings bear
that stamp of free-flowing
mind. His prose hovers on the
poetic border. Personally, Pan-
dit Nehru was a great admirer
of Robert Frost and it is heard
that he often used to quote the
concluding lines of ‘Stopping
by Woods on a Snowy Eve-
ning’. His prose took us miles
away from the dreariness of
mundane exercise, combin-
ing memories of the past and
fancies of the future. Nehru
was a rationalist in his writ-
ings. He featured topics which
would draw the attention of
the readers. His works can be
defined as a delightful cup of
intellectual champagne. They
inform us, they guide us and
they delight us. Nehru is mod-
ern in his literary approach
although there are touches of
romantic temperament in his
works. Nehru had a natural
metaphoric cast of minds that
finds apt portrayal in his writ-
ings. His use of images con-
veys ideas so clinically that the
readers easily co-relate words
with ideas — who can forget
his historic “Tryst with Destiny’
speech where he says India
shall wake to life and freedom.
There may not be any better
speech declaring the birth of
a nation attaining indepen-
dence. Pandit Nehru remains
a writer who can safely claim
to be our contemporary.

The writer is an educator
from Kolkata.
Views expressed are personal
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ZELENSKYY VOWS TO KEEP PUSHING RUSSIAN FORCES

After Kherson, Kyivvows to
keep driving out Moscow

Russian retreat from the Ukrainian city marked a triumphant milestone for Kyiv

MYKOLAIYV: Ukraine’s presi-
dent vowed to keep pushing
Russian forces out of his coun-
try after they withdrew from
Kherson, leaving behind devas-
tation, hunger and booby traps
in the southern Ukrainian city.

The Russian retreat from
Kherson marked a triumphant
milestone in Ukraine’s push-
back against Moscow’s inva-
sion almost nine months ago.
Kherson residents hugged and
kissed the arriving Ukrainian
troops in rapturous scenes.

“We will see many more
such greetings” of Ukrainian
soldiers liberating Russian-held
territory; President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said in his nightly
video address on Saturday.

He pledged to the people
in Ukrainian cities and villages
that are still under occupation:
“We don't forget anyone; we
won't leave anyone”

Ukraine’s retaking of Kher-
son was a significant setback
for the Kremlin and the latest
in a series of battlefield embar-
rassments. It came some six
weeks after Russian President
Vladimir Putin annexed the
Kherson region and three other
provinces in southern and

Ukrainian National guard soldiers fire at Russian positions from an anti-aircraft

gun in Kharkiv region

FILEPHOTO

eastern Ukraine in breach of
international law and declared
them Russian territory. Driv-
ing toward Kherson from the
Mykolaiv region, AP report-
ers saw downed electrical lines,
used projectile casings and the
decomposed carcass of a cow.
Several destroyed tanks lined
the muddy road.

As Ukrainian forces on
Sunday consolidated their hold
on Kherson, authorities con-
templated the daunting task of
clearing out explosive devices
and restoring basic public ser-
vices in the city. One Ukrainian

official described the situation
in Kherson as “a humanitarian
catastrophe” The remaining
residents in the city are said to
lack water, medicine and food.
There are shortages of key
basics such as bread because
of a lack of electricity.
Ukrainian police called on
residents to help identify col-
laborators with Russian forces
during the eight-month occu-
pation. Ukrainian police offi-
cers returned to the city on
Saturday, along with public
broadcasting services, follow-
ing the departure of Russian

Saudi Arabia has ‘ereen vision’
at COP27, critics unmoved

SHARM EL-SHEIKH: Hydro-
gen cars and vehicles that cap-
ture their tailpipe pollutants.
Computer mice made from
recycled ocean waste plastic.
Hundreds of millions of trees
planted in the desert. Saudi
Arabias vision of an environ-
mentally friendly future is on
display just a short drive from
the venue of the UN. climate
summit being held in Egypt.
What's not highlighted in
the glossy gallery are the earth-
warming fossil fuels that the
country continues to pump out
of the ground for global export.
Fossil fuel emissions are the

reason why negotiators from
nearly 200 countries have gath-
ered at the annual two-week
conference, haggling over how
pollution can be cut and how
fast to do it.

In and around the confer-
ence, Saudi Arabia is present-
ing itself as a leader in green
energies and eco-friendly
practices, with flashy pavil-
ions, glossy presentations and
optimistic assessments of tech-
nologies like carbon capture,
which can remove carbon diox-
ide from the air but is costly
and years away from being
deployed at scale.

“We have hugely ambitious
goals and targets,” Saudi cli-
mate envoy Adel al-Jubeir said
at the two-day Saudi Green
Initiative Forum on COP27’s
sidelines. “We want to be an
example to the world in terms
of what can be done.” The effort
is part of a large push by Saudi
Arabia, which has some of the
world’s largest reserves of oil
and is a leader of the OPEC oil
cartel, to make the case that the
nation should be part of the
transition to renewable ener-
gies while holding on to its
role as the top global crude oil
exporter. AGENCIES

troops. The national police
chief of Ukraine, Thor Kly-
menko, said on Saturday on
Facebook that about 200 offi-
cers were at work in the city,
setting up checkpoints and
documenting evidence of pos-
sible war crimes.

In what could perhaps
be the next district to fall in
Ukraine’s march on territory
illegally annexed by Moscow,
the Russian-appointed admin-
istration of the Kakhovka dis-
trict, east of Kherson city,
announced Saturday it was
evacuating its employees.

“Today, the administra-
tion is the number one target
for Ukrainian attacks,” said
the Moscow-installed leader
of Kakhovka, Pavel Filipchuk.

“Therefore, by order of
the government of the Kher-
son region, we, as an authority,
are moving to a safer territory,
from where we will lead the
district,” he wrote on Telegram.

Kakhovka is located on the
left bank of the River Dnieper,
upstream of the Kakhovka
hydroelectric power station.

The deputy head of
Ukraine’s presidential office,
Kyrylo Tymoshenko, said six

people died on Saturday as a
result of Russian shelling. Writ-
ing on Telegram on Sunday;,
he said four people were killed
and one wounded in Ukraine’s
eastern Donetsk region, two
were killed in the Kherson
region, and two wounded in
the central Dnipropetrovsk
region. In Kherson, photos on
social media Saturday showed
Ukrainian activists removing
memorial plaques put up by the
occupation authorities. A Tele-
gram post by Yellow Ribbon,
the Ukrainian resistance move-
ment in the occupied regions,
showed two people in a park
taking down plaques pictur-
ing Soviet-era military figures.

Moscow’s announcement
that Russian forces were with-
drawing across the Dnieper
River, which divides both the
Kherson region and Ukraine
as a whole, followed a stepped-
up Ukrainian counteroffensive
in the country’s south.

In the past two months,
Ukraine’s military claimed to
have retaken dozens of towns
and villages north of the city of
Kherson, and the military said
that’s where stabilisation activi-
ties were taking place. AGENCIES

ISRAEL POLLS

Netanyahu

vows to be

‘PM of everyone’

JERUSALEM: Benjamin
Netanyahu on Sunday prom-
ised to be the “prime minister
for everyone” after Israeli Pres-
ident Isaac Herzog officially
invited the country’s longest-
serving premier to form the
new government.

Netanyahu, who has won
the backing of 64 Members
of the Knesset (Israeli Parlia-
ment), has been assigned the
task to form the next govern-
ment, a statement from the
Presidency said, days after the
November 1 election, the fifth
in four years, to break the polit-

Benjamin Netanyahu

ical impasse that had paralysed
the Jewish nation.

“I decided to bestow upon
you, MK Benjamin Netanyahu,
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TENDER NOTICE

Executive Engineer, Central Mechanical
Divisian, Mirman Bhavan, Sair Lake, Kol-
91 on behall of the Governas of Ehe Wiest
Bengal esked P perentage rates Tor
ther ANKC work [Total : 10 Mos.) against o«
WIT Mo, UDMAe-NIT/CMDYD?/2022-21.
Destail rmary Be Seon a1 W B, Tender Portal
Last date of bid submission |§
29.11.2022 uwpto 11:00 hrs. Sdf-
Executive Englreer, Contral Mechanical
Dwsian,

ICA-T19309(3)/2022

0/0 the Superntending Engineer. PWD
South-Western Electrical Cirele,
Sanld Mangal PFandey Sarmnal,
Midnapur-721101
Natics inviting e-Ouotation
Mo, WEPWDSESSWEC/NIQR3 /202 2-23
Terder ID: 3T027_WRPWD_ 431324 1
nName Of Work: [ works for {G+3) madel
for single 100 bedded covid ward ag
Ehatra S50 Hosp#tal, v the disbrict ol
Bankura—%ITC al Air-conditioning
system. Lask date of submission of bid =
18,110,202 upte 1L:00 Hre. Further
detsils can be een in the above
mentioned office during working hours
ar T Qfficial Website
vl el b o in For all detsils and
enline tender fsubmission visil
https:/fwhienders.govin 5d/- SE,

SWEC, PWhite

ICA-T19321(3)/2022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No: KMDA/HOUSING/EE/DIV-111/
Circle 11/NIT-96/2022-2023

e-Tender is invited by the Executive
Engineer, DIV-Ill, Circle I, Housing
Sector, KMDA (Erstwhile KIT), Unnayan
Bhavan, DJ-11, Sector-ll, 1st floor,
Block-A, Salt Lake, Kolkata-700091,
from reliable, resourceful, bonafide and
experienced firms / companies /
individual / partnership firm
contractors, for the work, Name of
Work, Estimated Amount, Earnest
Money, Time of Completion,
Dismantling and recasting of platform
of OH Tank, replaced by PVC tank with
roof treatment and other allied works
at roof DS-IlI Building in KIT Scheme,
Civic Center, Ultadanga under KMDA,
Housing Sector., Rs.16,01,827/-
(including GST & LWC), Rs.32,050/-, 03
months, Last date & time of Online Bid
submission: 02.12.2022 upto 17.00
hrs., for details contact the above office
or visit both websites. (KMDA-797)
www.kmda.wb.gov.in
www.wbtenders.gov.in

ICA-T19301(3)/2022

Re-e-TENDER NOTICE
Sealed bids are invited in respect of e-
NIT (NIQ) Ref. No

WBSSCL/MD/KOL/NIQ-31-E/2022-23
Re-etender (2nd Call) dated-09.11.2022
for "Supply and installation of different
agricultural implements in different
districts of West Bengal upto G.P. level
under different govt. scheme /[
programme.” Last date of submission of
tender documents: 06.12.2022 upto
04.00 P.M. (online). For further
information/corrigendum (if any) please
follow the website
www.whbtenders.gov.in Details may be
obtained from the website
www.whtenders.gow.in 5d/- Managing
Director, WBSSCL.

HALDIA DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
City Centre, F.0. Debhog, Haldia
Difst. Purba Medinipur, PIN-TI165T
Toll Froe No. 180:0-345-3224
MOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT B, 21 M0ASEC OF 2022-2021 [2ed Call]
Dnline (E-Tender} tender in a two bid
syitem 5 hareby Imvited for “ROOF
TREATMENT AND INSIDE REPAIRING OF
DNE ND OFFiDE OO OF DISTRICT
INSFECTOR OF SCHOOL AT NEW
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING AT
DURGACHAK." Estimated Cost of work:
4,16,613.00 {incleding G5T and Labour
Wiellare Cess), Document d [ E

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
IRRIGATION AND WATERWAYS DIRECTORATE
NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER
e-NIT No. : WBIW/EE-1/LDID/e-NIT-15/2022-23
e-Tender is hereby invited by the
undersigned on behalf of the Governor
of West Bengal from the eligible
bonafide contractors for 03 (Three) no.
works. Last date & time of Bid
submission is 28.11.2022 till 16.00 Hrs.
Details of tender Notice may be seen at
http://whbtenders.gov.in or
http//whiwd.gov.in 5d/- Executive

]
diate: 151120223 to 25112023 upio
2:30 p.m, Starting date of bid
submitslon: ¥1.11.3002 at 1000 am
Last date of online bid submission:
25.11.2023 upte N3:30 p.my, Indormation
in cletails i evallable bn the office and In
the websho of HDA: woaw hda,gov.in E-
Tender can be submimed through:
www. wbtenders gov.ln 54/- Chisf
Execubive Officer, MDA,

ICA-T19305(3)/2022

OAVERMM OF WEST BENGA]

TENDER NOTICE
The Execulive Engineer Sall Lake
Constrnction Dividion irmvites e-tender
vidae Tendar o Na.
2022 _UDD 420198 1, vide NIT Mo
WARLID MADSSELRNIT-04(e] /200223 of
EE, SLC Disiadan dated: 07, 11, 303 3 Valuie
of work & Rs. 9,70.971.00. Bid
submigsion start date 14112083 at
11.00 hers. Last date of submizsion of bid
online only 5 21.11. 2002 upio 11:30 hes,
All daciments can b seen S abtalned
from the wehsite
https:ffwhtendars.gov.in Datailed
information can alsd be séén n the
w € b 3 i t e
https:f fwww whurbanservices. gowin
and Oifice Nolice Bound. Sd)- Executive
Engineer, Sall Lake Construction
Diwision

ICA-T19307(2)/2022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

KMDA TENDER NOTICE
e-NIT No: 14/SE/C-1I/R&B/KMDA of
2022-2023 (2nd Call)

Online Tender is invited by the
Superintending Engineer, Circle-1l, R&B
Sector, KMDA, Unnayan Bhavan, 7th
floor, Block-A, Salt Lake City, Kolkata-
700091, from reliable, resourceful,
bonafide and experienced firms /
companies / individual contractors, for
the work, SI. No., Name of Work, Value
of the work, Earnest Money, Time of
Completion, (1) Yearly maintenance
involves of Pot holes repair of carriage
way, repair of railing, lowering-refixing
and maintenance of height barrier
including uprooting the plants of the
Vidyapati Setu at Sealdah and 02 nos.
Bridges over Eastern Drainage canal at
HG-GC Block and AL-BL Block Salt Lake.,
Rs.14,53,822/-, Rs.29,056/-, 365 days,
(2) Yearly maintenance involves of Pot
holes repair of carriage way, repair of
railing, lowering-refixing and
maintenance of height barrier including
uprooting the plants of Aurobinda Setu
at  Gauribari, Bharat Sevasharam
Bridge, Bunty Bridge, Vivek Park Bridge,
Kamdahari Bridge, Kalitala Bridge over
Tolly's Nullah and Kathpool Bridge over
Circular Canal north side of Aurobinda
Setu., Rs.10,93,512/-, Rs.21,870/-, 365
days, Last date & time of Online Bid
submission: 02.12.2022 upto 14.00
hrs., for details contact the above office
or visit both websites. (KMDA-799)
www.kmda.wb.gov.in

www.wbtenders.gov.in

ICA-T19290(3)/2022
+

|CA-T19303(3)/2022

Engineer-l, Lower Damodar Irrigation
Division.

ICA-T19326(3)/2022

THE DURGAPUR PROJECTS LIMITED
(A Government of West Bengal Enterprise)
CIN No: U40102WB19615GC025250
NOTICE INVITING TENDER
NIT No. (1) PP/381/2022/TS/E-214 for
Annual Repairing Maintenance and
Minor Re-Constn. works of Township
Building (Residential and Non-
residential) roads, drains, culverts and
other Civil Engineering Assets of DPL for
the year 2022-2023 (Gr.-D). (2) PP/382/
2022/TS/E-215 (Work description is as
same as 51. No.1) for (Gr.-E). (3) PP/384/
2022/TS/E-216 (Work description is as
same as 5. No.1) for (Gr.-F). (4) PP/383/
2022/TS/E-217 (Work description is as
same as Sl. No.1) for (Gr.-G). For. SI. Nos.
1 to 4, Bid submission end date:
24.11.2022 and Bid Opening date:
28.11.2022 respectively. (5) WBDPL/
PP/T/GM(PP)-152/2022/EMIPH/E/224
for Up-gradation of UH#7 Passenger Lift,
Technical Building, DPPS. Bid
Submission end date : 22.11.2022. Bid
Opening date : 25.11.2022. For further
details, please visit :
https://wbtenders.gov.in /

www.dpl.net.in

ICA-T19318(2)/2022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

0/0 the Superintending Engineer, PWD
South-Western Electrical Circle,
Sahid Mangal Pandey Sarani,
Midnapur-721101
Notice Inviting e-Quotation
NleQ No. WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ21/
2022-23, Tender I1D:
2022_WBPWD_421304_1. Name Of
Work: El works for (G+3) model for
single 100 bedded covid ward at Contai
SD Hospital, in the district of Purba
Medinipur----SITC of Air-conditioning
System. Last date of submission of bid;
28.11.2022 upto 12:00 Hrs. & NieQ No.
WBPWD/SE/SWEC/NIQ22/2022-23.
Tender ID: 2022_WBPWD_421309_1.
Name Of Work: El works for (G+3) model
for single 100 bedded covid ward at
Haldia SD Hospital, in the district of
Purba Medinipur----SITC of Air-
Conditioning System. Last date of
submission of bid: 28.11.2022 upto
12:00 Hrs. Further details can be seen in
the above mentioned office during
working hours or in Official Website
www.pwdwb.gov.in For all details and
online tender submission wisit
https://wbtenders.gov.in 5d/- SE,

SWEC, PWDte,

NIT NO.:1. WBZA-29/Over Headed
Tank/GMZ of 2022-23
Tender ID: 2022 DOFR 421920 1
The undersigned invites Tenders
for repair, renovation & extension
of 2 Nos. Over Headed Tank at
Garchumuk Mini Zoo, Howrah.
Details of which can be seen at
http://wbtenders.gov.in &

http://westbengalforest.gov.in
Last date of Bid submission is
28/11/2022

The Ex-officio Director,
Garchumuk Mini Zoo & Divisional

Forest Officer, Howrah Division

3l L] L -1 U A ]

ARRIDGED E-TENDER NOTICE
E- temder NIT no. 4/NGP/DCF/URF/I022-23
The undersigned irvites e Tender from
eligitde contractorsfaupplies regarding
mainlenance woarks under Mamami
Gange Panabicn Praject, lor the year
d022-23 under Urban Recreation
Forgstry Dwision, 2nd ear maintenance
[2022-20273) work &t various locaticn
wnder Calcuma South Aasnge, Urban
Recreation Forestry Division. For 2.
Tender detalls can be seen at
https:/fwhtenders.gowin Sdf. [Shri
Ram Prasad Badana, IFS] Deputy
Canservator ol Forests, Urban
Recreation Fonesiry Division,

ICA-T19315(2]/2022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL
ABRIDGED E-TENDER NOTICE
E-Tender NIT no. 33/DCF/URF/2022-23
(3rd call), 34/DCF/URF/2022-23 (3rd Call)
& 36/DCF/URF/2022-23 (3rd Call).
The undersigned invites E-Tender from
eligible contractors/suppliers for various
works regarding Phoolmela 2022-23
under Urban Recreation Forestry
Division. Details can be seen at
https://wbtenders.gov.in Sd/- R.P.

Badana, IFS, DCF, URF Division.

ICA-T19311(2)/2022

E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender - 02 to 03 SILVI{H)CAMPA/
2022-23 is invited from the eligible
contractors as follows: a) Total No. of
works: 2 (Two) Nos. b) Nature of work:
(1) Setting up of new Clonal hedge for
Gamar and Teak by procuring clonal
seedling from certified sources at
Bhuttabari Nursery & (2) Erecting
fencing around nursery at Lava. c) Bid
submission starts dt. 16/11/2022 from
10:00 p.m. d) Last date of Bid
submission: 23/11/2022 upto 5:00 p.m.
e)] Name of website:
https://wbtenders.gov.in Details of
work and other terms and conditions
can be seen in said website and office
notice board of Silviculture (Hills)
Division, Sankar Villa, Laden-La Road,
Darjeeling-734101. Sd/- Pankaj
Suryawanshi, IFS, Divisional Forest
Officer, Silviculture (Hills) Division.

ICA-T19323(3)/2022

ICA-T19313(3)/2022

the mandate to form a gov-
ernment,” President Her-
zog told Netanyahu during
a meeting at the president’s
residence.

Israel’s longest-serving
leader, 73-year-old Netan-
yahu has won a record five
elections to hold office five
times - more than any other
prime minister in the coun-
try’s 74-year history.

Netanyahu will have 28
days to form the govern-
ment. AGENCIES

UKkraine war, tensions Slovenia
with Chinaloom over votes for
big Bali summit

NUSA DUA: A showdown
between Presidents Joe Biden
and Vladimir Putin isn’t hap-
pening, but the fallout from
Russias invasion of Ukraine
and growing tensions between
China and the West will be at
the fore when leaders of the
world’s biggest economies
gather in tropical Bali this
week.

The Group of 20 members
begin talks on the Indonesian
resort island Tuesday under
the hopeful theme of “recover
together, recover stronger”
While Putin is staying away,
Biden will meet with Chinese
President Xi Jinping and get to
know new British Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak and Italy’s Gior-
gia Meloni.

The summit’s official pri-
orities of health, sustainable
energy and digital transforma-
tion are likely to be overshad-
owed by fears of a sputtering
global economy and geopolit-
ical tensions centered on the
war in Ukraine. The nearly
nine-month-old conflict has
disrupted trade in oil, natural
gas and grain, and shifted much
of the summit’s focus to food
and energy security.

The US and allies in Europe
and Asia, meanwhile, increas-
ingly are squaring off against a
more assertive China, leaving
emerging G-20 economies like
India, Brazil and host Indone-
sia to walk a tightrope between

Southeast
Asian leaders:
Region no
proxy for
any powers

PHNOM PENH: Indonesia’s
president vowed on Sunday not
to let Southeast Asia become
the front lines of a new Cold
War amid increasing tensions
between the United States and
China, saying as his country
took over the chairmanship of
the influential Association of
Southeast Asian Nations that it
would not become “a proxy to
any powers. Joko Widodo said
the 10-nation bloc with a com-
bined population of some 700
million people “must be a dig-
nified region” and “uphold the
values of humanity and democ-
racy” principles that have been
challenged by last year’s mili-
tary takeover in Myanmar and
concerns about human rights
in Cambodia.

“ASEAN must become a
peaceful region and anchor
for global stability, consistently
uphold international law and
not be a proxy to any powers,”
he said. AGENCIES

The Group of

20 members
begin talks on the
Indonesian resort
island Tuesday
under the hopeful
theme of ‘recover
together, recover
stronger’

bigger powers.

Indonesian President Joko
Widodo has tried to bridge
rifts within the G-20 over the
war in Ukraine. Widodo, also
known as Jokowi, became the
first Asian leader since the
invasion to visit both Russia
and Ukraine in the summer. He
invited President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy of Ukraine, not a
G-20 member, to join the sum-
mit. Zelenskyy is expected to
participate, likely online.

“One of the priorities for
Jokowi is to ease the tension
of war and geopolitical risk,”
said Bhima Yudhistira, direc-
tor of the Center of Economic
and Law Studies in Indonesia’s
capital, Jakarta.

Last year’s G-20 summit in
Rome was the first in-person
gathering of members since
the pandemic, though the lead-
ers of Russia and China didn’t
attend. AGENCIES

president

LJUBLJANA: Slovenians were
voting in a presidential runoff
on Sunday that could elect the
small European Union’s coun-
try’s first female head of state,
as well as representing a test
for the country’s new liberal
government.

Liberal candidate Natasa
Pirc Musar was leading in the
pre-election polls against con-
servative Anze Logar, although
she trailed the former foreign
minister in the first round of
voting two weeks ago.

Since none of the seven
contenders who competed in
the first round managed to
gather more than 50 per cent of
the ballots and claim outright
victory, Logar and Pirc Musar
went forward to a runoff.

Analysts in Slovenia have
predicted centrist and liberal
voters would rally behind Pirc
Musar.

Casting her vote in a vil-
lage on the outskirts of Lju-
bljana, the capital, Pirc Musar
urged people to go to the polls
and said she would be home
with family until the results are
announced, “perhaps reading
abook”

The winner will succeed
President Borut Pahor, a cen-
trist politician who sought to
bridge Slovenia’s deep left-
right political divide during his
decade in office. Having served
two five-year terms, Pahor was
ineligible to seek a third.AGENCIES

Two historic aircraft
collide at Veterans
Day show in Dallas

DALLAS: Two historic mil-
itary aircraft collided and
crashed Saturday during an air
show in Dallas, exploding into
a ball of flames and sending
black smoke billowing into the
sky. It was not clear how many
people were on board.

Emergency crews raced
to the crash scene at the Dal-
las Executive Airport, about
16 kilometers from the city’s
downtown.

News footage from the
scene showed crumpled wreck-
age of the planes in a grassy
area inside the airport perim-
eter. Dallas Fire-Rescue told
The Dallas Morning News that
there were no reported injuries
among people on the ground.

Anthony Montoya saw the
two planes collide.

“I just stood there. I was
in complete shock and disbe-
lief,” said Montoya, 27, who
attended the air show with a
friend. “Everybody around was
gasping. Everybody was burst-
ing into tears. Everybody was

in shock?”

Officials would not say how
many people were on board the
planes, but Hank Coates, pres-
ident of the company that put
on the airshow, said one of the
planes, a B-17 Flying Fortress
bomber, typically has a crew of
four to five people. The other,
a P-63 Kingcobra fighter plane,
has a single pilot.

No paying customers were
on the aircraft, said Coates, of
Commemorative Air Force,
which also owned the planes.
Their aircraft are flown by
highly trained volunteers, often
retired pilots, he said.

A team of National Trans-
portation Safety Board inves-
tigators will arrive at the scene
of the crash on Sunday.

Dallas Mayor Eric John-
son said the NTSB had taken
control of the crash scene, with
local police and fire providing
support.

“The videos are heart-
breaking,” Johnson said on
Twitter. AGENCIES

US, Japan, S Korea vow unified
response to North Korea threat

Tensions on the Korean peninsula have skyrocketed in recent months

PHNOM PENH: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden and the lead-
ers of Japan and South Korea
on Sunday vowed a unified,
coordinated response to
North Korea’s threatening
nuclear and ballistic missile
programmes, with Biden
declaring that the three-way
partnership is “even more
important than its ever
been” when North Korea is
stepping up its provocations.

Biden met separately
with Japanese Prime Min-
ister Fumio Kishida and
South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol before all
three sat down together on
the sidelines of the East Asia
Summit in Cambodia.

The US president began
by offering condolences for
a crowd surge during Hal-
loween festivities in Seoul
that killed more than 150
people, saying the US had
grieved with South Korea.

The meeting was heavily
focused on North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un’s recent
escalations, although Biden
said the three leaders would
also discuss strengthening
supply chains and preserv-
ing peace across the Tai-
wan strait, while building
on the countries’ support for
Ukraine in the face of Rus-

sian aggression.

Biden had also planned to
seek input from Kishida and
Yoon on managing China’s
assertive posture in the Pacific
region on the eve of his face-to-
face with President Xi Jinping.

“We face real challenges,
but our countries are more
aligned than ever, more pre-
pared to take on those chal-
lenges than ever;” Biden said.
“So I look forward to deepen-
ing the bonds of cooperation
between our three countries.”

Both Yoon and Kishida
discussed the ongoing dis-
plays of aggression by North
Korea, which has fired dozens
of missiles in recent weeks. The
launches include an interconti-
nental ballistic missile 10 days
ago that triggered evacuation
alerts in northern Japan, and

as the allies warn of a looming
risk of the isolated country con-
ducting its seventh nuclear test
in the coming weeks.

Referring to the crowd
surge that occurred in the Itae-
won neighbourhood in Seoul,
Yoon said, through an inter-
preter: “At a time when South
Koreans are grieving in deep
sorrow, North Korea pushed
ahead with such provocations
which lays bare the Kim Jong
Un regime’s true inclinations.”

US National Security
Adviser Jake Sullivan told
reporters on Saturday that
Biden would use the meet-
ings to strengthen the three
countries” joint response to
the dangers posed by North
Korea, officially known as the
Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea.

“What we would really like
to see is enhanced trilateral
security cooperation where the
three countries are all coming
together,” he said.

“That’s acutely true with
respect to the DPRK because
of the common threat and chal-
lenge we all face, but it’s also
true, more broadly, about our
capacity to work together to
enhance overall peace and sta-
bility in the region.”

Tensions on the Korean
peninsula have skyrocketed
in recent months as the North
continues its weapons demon-
strations and the US and South
Korea launched stepped-up
joint defence exercises.

Earlier this month, the
South Korean military said
two B-1B bombers trained
with four US F-16 fighter jets
and four South Korean F-35
jets during the last day of “Vigi-
lant Storm” joint air force drills.

It was the first time since
December 2017 that the
bombers were deployed to the
Korean Peninsula. The exercise
involved a total of roughly 240
warplanes, including advanced
F-35 fighter jets from both
countries.

North Korea responded
with its own display of force, fly-
ing large numbers of warplanes
inside its territory. AGENCIES
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IOC to recycle 20 mn PET bottles Sebitotake Mukesh Ambani’s Jio strongest
annually for eco-friendly uniforms

10C has already committed to a net zero emission target by 2046

NEW DELHI: Indian Oil Cor-
poration (IOC), the nation's
largest oil firm, will recycle
20 million discarded mineral
water, cold drink and other
PET bottles annually to make
eco-friendly uniforms for staff
that man its petrol pumps and
LPG distributor agencies, its
chairman said.

In a glittering ceremony
titled 'Unbottled - Towards a
Greener Future', IOC Chair-
man SM Vaidya launched a
special 'sustainable and green'
uniform exclusively designed
for nearly 3 lakh fuel station
attendants and LPG gas deliv-
ery personnel of the company.

"There are 3.1 crore footfalls
at our petrol stations every day.
We deliver 27 lakh LPG cylin-
ders per day and refuel 3,500

6
111 ™

Y
et

aircraft daily. Our tank trucks
traverse 15 lakh kilometres a
day. We are there everywhere,"
he said at the launch event.

10C, which meets as much
as half of the nation's fuel
needs, has already committed
to a net zero emission target
by 2046 and is now venturing
into recycling PET bottles, he
added.

Empty PET packaging dis-

carded by the consumer after
use becomes PET waste. IOC
will deploy an agency to collect
such bottles - 20 million annu-
ally - and convert them into
yarn to weave or knit fabric.
This will then be supplied to a
textile company for manufac-
turing uniforms for IOC's pet-
rol pump attendants and LPG
gas agency staff.

I0C is the first Indian firm
to directly venture into the
recycling of PET bottles.

The dress materials for
these uniforms have been
extracted from recycled poly-
ester derived from the process-
ing of used and discarded PET
bottles. This initiative would
support recycling about 405
tonnes of PET bottles, equiva-
lent to offsetting over 20 mil-

‘Co-operative —
As It Stands Today’

ASIS CHAKRABORTY

Chairman, West Bengal State Co-operative Housing Federation Ltd
& Vice Chairman, West Bengal State Co-operative Union

o-operation is an

instrument of eco-

nomic development

of the disadvan-
taged areas. The non-exploit-
ative character of co-operatives
voluntary nature of their
membership, the principle of
one-man vote, decentralised
decision-making and self-
imposed curbs on profit emi-
nently qualified them as an
instrument of development
combining the advantages of

private ownership with public
good. It is a process of mutual
help on the democratic prin-
ciple. Co-operation has been
known and practised in this
country since time immemo-
rial. So, co-operation is not, in
any way, new to India.
Co-operation is vital to the
achievement of common goals
in any society. Co-operation
refers to the action of work-
ing together. The spirit of co-
operation rose as far back

as our early ancestors when
they shared hunting, fishing,
and farming practices to help
each other survive. Co-oper-
ation is essential in further-
ing development in any field
as it enables collective action
toward positive outcomes that
benefit many. “Alone we can
do so little; together we can do
so much,” as the widely used
quote by American Writer and
Educator Helen Keller.

In ancient India, it took four

lion bottles yearly.

Bollywood actor and envi-
ronmental activist Bhumi
Pednekar lent her name to the
initiative.

Vaidya said, "These eco-
friendly uniforms will shine as
our green commitment, and [
am delighted that our frontline
energy soldiers will don them".

"About 8 million met-
ric tonnes of plastic enter the
ocean annually, and about 150
million metric tonnes circulate
in our marine ecosystems. At
this pace, by 2050, there will
be more plastics in the sea than
fish. The conversion of plas-
tic bottles into fabric is a beau-
tiful example of how diligent
handling of problems opens
doors to new opportunities,”
he noted. AGENCIES

part

NEW DELHI: With an aim to
spread financial literacy and
investor education, capital mar-
kets regulator Sebi will partici-
pate in the India International
Trade Fair at the national capital
beginning Monday.

During the 14-day event,
Sebi, market infrastructure
institutions and industry associ-
ations will be organising activi-
ties such as talk shows by market
experts, quizzes, skits and mup-
pet visuals at investor aware-
ness shows.

Also, there will be a display
of major investor friendly poli-
cies and facilities and demo of
SCORES, which will inform the
investors about the Indian secu-
rities market, provide informa-
tion for various products, spread
investor education and caution
the public against illegal money
mobilisation schemes.

The theme of the event for
this year is 'Nivesh Ka Amrit-
kal'. AGENCIES

principal forms- Kula, Grama,
Shreni and Jati. Historically
speaking, Kula was the first

form of co-operative activity
that emerged in Indian soci-
ety. It was both a political and

mITY  telecom bra

NEW DELHI: Billionaire
Mukesh Ambani's Reliance
Jio is India's strongest telecom
brand in India, ahead of Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone Idea Ltd,
according to brand intelli-
gence and data insights com-
pany TRA.

TRA, formerly Trust
Research Advisory, in its
'India's Most Desired Brands
2022' ranked companies
according to their brand
strength.

Reliance Jio topped the
telecom category, followed by
Bharti Airtel, Vodafone Idea
Ltd and BSNL.

In the apparel category,
Adidas was the top brand fol-
lowed by Nike, Raymond,
Allen Solly and Peter England.

BMW topped the automo-
bile list, followed by Toyota,
Hyundai and Honda, while LIC
was ranked 1 on the banking
and financial services index

socio-economic organisation
in which kinsmen, friends and
relatives worked co-operatively
to promote their economic,
social and political interests.
With the expansion and stabi-
lisation of society, the aspects of
economic and social co-oper-
ations gradually narrowed to
the limits of joint family which

Co-operation is vital
to achievement of
common goals in
any society

has survived to the present day.

In the present era, the idea
of co-operative enterprise
took concrete shape for the
first time in India in 1904. Co-
operation was considered as a
measure to solve the problem
of rural indebtedness. Accord-
ingly, the Co-operative Credit
Societies Act was passed on
25th March 1904. The Act pro-

¢

ITC topped

the diversified
conglomerate list,
followed by Tata
and Reliance

that had State Bank of India
at number 2 and ICICI Bank
at 3rd.

Kent topped the consumer
appliances ranking, followed
by Livpure and Okaya. In con-
sumer electronics, LG, Sony

vided the conditions for for-
mation of Credit Societies only.

From 1904 to till date we
may divide the history of the
co-operative movements into
following heads: Early Stage
of Development, Period of
Hurried Expansion, Period of
Unplanned Expansion, Period
of Consolidation and Reor-
ganisation, Period of Recov-
ery, and Period of Planned
Developments.

Now on the eve of Co-
operative week if we discuss
the Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment and Strengthening
Public Private ate Co-opera-
tive Partnership, we can clearly
observe that adequate, sustain-
able, and reliable infrastruc-
ture is critical for stimulating
the economic growth or at
least keeping pace with cur-
rent growth rates, offering new
economic opportunities, facili-
tating investment in human
capital, and achieving sus-
tainable development goals

nd in India; TRA

and Samsung were the top
three brands.

ITC topped the diversified
conglomerate list, followed by
Tata and Reliance.

Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Ltd (HPCL) topped
the energy list, followed by
Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)
and Adani.

In the food and beverages
category, Amul was the top
brand, followed by Nescafe
while Fogg was the top FMCG
brand, followed by Lakme,
Nivea and Colgate.

Philips topped the fast-
moving electrical goods list, Mi
on the gadgetry list, Himalaya
in healthcare, ITC Hotels in
hospitality, ACC in manufac-
turing, KFC in retail and Dell
in technology.

Amazon, Facebook, Flip-
kart and Google were top-
ranked firms on the internet
brands list. AGENCIES

thereby extending a nation’s
global reach and it should be
easily achieved through intro-
duction of the Public-private
Co-operative Models. The
aim should be to establish
joint enterprises to which the
member delegates contribute
their functions accordingly. It
should be a long-term, regu-
lated co-operation between
the different sectors for the
efficient fulfilment of public
tasks. It should be the reali-
sation of economic advantage
and it may help to achieve effi-
ciency gains and may mitigate
the additional cost of private
finance, and thus relieve state
budgets, which is especially
important in countries oper-
ating under tight budgets.

At the end, we may say
that the greater economic
efficiency of the co-operative
principle is one of the deepest
causes of their triumphant and
astonishing growth in the face
of every obstacle.
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Sembcorp aquires Vector Green

‘Revised combination assessment

The acquisition will bring its gross renewable energy capacity to 8.5 GW timelines to provide biz certainty’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Singapore-
listed utility company Semb-
corp Industries Ltd on Sunday
said it will acquire clean energy
platform Vector Green Energy
for Rs 2,780 crore to expand
its renewable energy footprint
in India to 3 gigawatts (GW).

Vector Green Energy,
owned by funds managed by
the Indian subsidiary of Global
Infrastructure Partners, has 519
megawatts of operational (495
MW solar and 24 MW wind)
and 64 MW of solar projects
under development. The firm
reportedly also has 1 GW of
investment-ready assets in the
pipeline.

The completion of the
acquisition in the next three
months will bring the Sin-
gapore-based group’s gross
renewable energy capacity to
8.5 GW, closer to its 2025 tar-
get of 10 GW of gross installed
renewable capacity, Sembcorp
said in a statement.

The acquisition comple-
ments Sembcorp’s existing
portfolio which comprises 90
per cent of wind energy proj-
ects. A solar heavy portfolio of
Vector Green Energy will bal-
ance it and increase Sembcorp's

Sembcorp Industries Ltd

liﬂjfié J .- -' =

PTI

The acquisition
complements Sembcorp’s
existing portfolio which
comprises 90% of wind
energy projects. A solar
heavy portfolio of Vector
Green Energy

will balance it and
increase Sembcorp’s
spread from 7 states in
India to 13 states

spread from 7 states in India to
13 states.

Also, with as much as 90
per cent of operational capacity,
Vector Green Energy provides
a portfolio that will contribute
to cash flows immediately.

Vector Green Energy has
a 19-year weighted average
remaining life of pacts to sell
power. It has signed power pur-
chase agreements for all but
24 MW or 4 per cent of the
portfolio.

Vipul Tuli, CEO of South
Asia, Sembcorp Industries,
said: “This acquisition brings
the significant utility-scale
solar capacity to our India busi-

DICGC settles claims
worth Rs 8.516.6 crore

NEW DELHI: Deposit Insur-
ance and Credit Guarantee
Corporation settled claims
amounting to Rs 8,516.6 crore
during 2021-22 of about 12.94
lakh depositors of liquidated
banks, merged entities and
those placed under restrictions
by the Reserve Bank.

All commercial banks,
including branches of foreign
banks functioning in India,
local area banks, regional rural
banks, small finance banks and
payment banks, are covered
under the Deposit Insurance
Scheme.

Out of the Rs 8,516.6 crore
claims settled by the DICGC,
Rs 5,059.2 crore were towards
liquidated and merged banks
and Rs 3,457.4 crore pertained

to banks under All Inclu-
sive Directions (AID) of the
RBI, said the annual report of
DICGC.

Under AID, restrictions
are imposed on withdrawals
of deposit.

The report said that during
the fiscal ending March-2022,
claims worth Rs 5,059.18 crore
were paid to nearly 10.34 lakh
depositors of liquidated and
merged banks.

A total of Rs 3,457.44 crore
was paid to about 2.6 lakh
depositors of banks under All
Inclusive Directions, it added.
All the claims were related to
co-operative banks.

“There were no claims from
commercial banks,” the report
said. AGENCIES

ness, which will complement
our existing wind portfolio.
It also broadens and deepens
our renewable energy capabili-
ties and presence across states
in India, and positions us well
for further green growth in the
country’.

With this acquisition,
Sembcorp will now have a
portfolio of 8.7 GW, compris-
ing 6.7 GW operational and the
rest under development.

Tuli said, including Vec-
tor Green, Sembcorp’s gross
renewables portfolio installed
and under development in
India will total 3 GW, compris-
ing 1 GW of solar assets and

2GW of wind assets.

“Sembcorp  Industries
(Sembcorp) announces that
its wholly-owned subsidiary,
Sembcorp Green Infra Lim-
ited, has signed an agreement
with India Infrastructure
Fund II, a fund managed by
Global Infrastructure Part-
ners India Pvt Ltd, to acquire
100 per cent interest in Vec-
tor Green Energy Private Lim-
ited (Vector Green) for a base
equity consideration of approx-
imately Rs 2,780 crore,” it said
in the statement.

The completion of the
acquisition is subject to cus-
tomary closing conditions and

is expected by the first quarter
of 2023.

Besides Sembcorp, electric-
ity producer Torrent Power Ltd
too was interested in Vector
Green Energy. But, the Singa-
pore utility won the race.

India is seeing a spurt in
investments in the renewable
sector as it targets to cut 1 bil-
lion tonnes of carbon emissions
by the end of this decade and
reach net-zero by 2070.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s government has also
pledged to cut emissions by 45
per cent from 2005 levels and
use non-fossil fuel sources to
power halfits installed genera-
tion capacity by 2030.

Wong Kim Yin, Group
President & CEO, Sembcorp
Industries, said: “Sembcorp
remains committed to grow-
ing its renewables portfo-
lio in India, one of the fastest
growing renewables markets
in the world. This acquisition
is aligned with the Group’s
brown-to-green transforma-
tion strategy. With the com-
pletion of this acquisition,
Sembcorp’s gross renewable
energy capacity will increase
to 8.5 GW, pushing us closer
towards our 2025 target of 10
GW”.

Mergers and acquisitions are referred to as combinations

NEW DELHI: The revised
timelines proposed in the com-
petition law will help in making
the assessment of combinations
swift and time-bound as well as
provide certainty to businesses,
according to the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA).

A bill to amend the Com-
petition Act is now being
examined by the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Finance.

One of the amendments
proposed is to reduce the time
limit for approval of combina-
tions to 150 days from the cur-
rent 210 days and another is
that the Competition Commis-
sion of India (CCI) has to form
a prima facie opinion within 20
days for expeditious approval
of combinations.

Generally, mergers and
acquisitions are referred to as
combinations in competition
law parlance.

The corporate affairs min-
istry has said the overall time
limit for assessment of com-
binations is being reduced to
make the process swift and
time-bound.

“Time frame of 20 days will
provide certainty in terms of a

‘Rising interest rates to mute bond issuance’

MUMBALI: Corporate bond
issuance is likely to remain
muted witnessing 4-5 per cent
growth this fiscal to touch Rs
41.42 lakh crore on rising cou-
pon rates, despite the draw-
down more than doubling in
the second quarter, a report
said.

Bond sales more than dou-
bled to Rs 2.1 lakh crore in the
second quarter from the first
quarter, when it was at a multi-
year quarterly low of Rs 1 lakh
crore, as banks issued bonds
worth an all-time high of Rs
53,900 crore, and NBFCs, tra-
ditionally largest players in
the market, issuing securities
worth Rs 1.1 lakh crore in Q2,
according to an analysis by Icra
Ratings.

Non-banking lenders have
remained the largest issuers of

Apple rolls out beta programme
for 5G on Apple devices

Software upgrade enables 5G access on Apple devices, as
and when service providers enable 5G network access

NEW DELHI: Apple Inc has
rolled out a beta programme
to enable 5G on Apple devices
as the upgrade lets users try out
pre-release software.

This software upgrade
enables 5G access on Apple
devices, as and when service
providers Jio, Airtel and Voda-
fone enable 5G network access,
sources said.

Apple Users have to enrol
for the Beta Programme on the
website, install a profile and
download the software.

Jio users using iPhone 12
and above, in cities where
JioTrue5G has been rolled out,
will be invited to the Jio Wel-
come Offer. Jio Welcome Offer

provides unlimited 5G data at
up to 1 Gbps speed to users at
no additional cost.

However, there is a condi-
tion that prepaid users must
be on active Rs 239 and above
plan. All Postpaid users are eli-
gible for this trial.

Airtel is not providing any
special 5G offer like Jio to their

Reliance, Nayara Energy
to gain from European
energy crisis, says Report

MUMBALI: The ongoing energy
crisis in Europe is expected to
benefit Reliance Industries and
Nayara Energy as these are
among the Asian refiners that
produce winter-specification
diesel for the European Union,
according to a report.

State-owned oil companies
are not into exports and that
gives an advantage to Reliance
- the largest importer of Rus-
sian crude and also the larg-
est exporter of diesel from the
country — and Russia’s Rosneft-
owned Nayara.

The energy crisis will only
get further aggravated going
forward as from next month
Opec’s 2-million barrel per
day production cut comes into
force, and from February 5
the ban on Russian imports of
refined products comes into
force, say oil analysts at LSG
group’s market data provider
Refinitiv.
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State-owned oil
companies are

not into exports
and that gives

an advantage

to Reliance — the
largest importer of
Russian crude and
also the largest
exporter of diesel
and Russia’s Rosneft-
owned Nayara

According to them, since
the war began in Ukraine, Reli-
ance and Nayara have imported
almost 10 times more Russian
crude from the pre-invasion
levels, at 2.82 million tonnes
per month during March-Sep-
tember. AGENCIES

users. In the cities/areas in
which the Airtel 5G network
has been launched, users can
trial 5G services as a part of
their existing plan, once they
have updated the latest Apple
Beta software.

While an email sent to
Apple did not solicit an imme-
diate response, the firm had last
month stated: “We are work-
ing with our carrier partners in
India to bring the best 5G expe-
rience to iPhone users as soon
as network validation and test-
ing for quality and performance
is completed. 5G will be enabled
via a software update and will
start rolling out to iPhone users
in December”. AGENCIES

NBFCs have remained the largest issuers
of bonds with a share of 47% in the first
half, followed by corporates and banks at
33% and 20%, respectively

bonds with a share of 47 per
cent in the first half, followed
by corporates and banks at
33 and 20 per cent, respec-
tively, down from 50, 40 and
10 per cent, respectively from
H1FY22, according to the
report.

Thanks to bumper sales
in Q2, the overall bond issu-
ances rose to Rs 3.3 lakh crore
in the first half, and the agency
expects Rs 3.7-4.2 lakh crore
sales in H2 FY23, margin-
ally higher than the year-ago
period, taking the volume of
outstanding bonds to Rs 41-42

lakh crore by March 2023.
However, this translates into a
muted on-year growth of just
4-5 per cent, net of redemp-
tions, with the incremental
issuance rising by Rs 7-7.5 lakh
crore, up from Rs 6.8 lakh crore
in FY22.

The agency attributes the
muted volume growth to the
rising interest rate regime,
which will force issuers to
offer higher coupon rates/
higher yields which maylead to
increased appetite for investors.

The agency expects the
10-year G-Sec yields to harden

Nine of top-10 firms add
Rs 2.12 1akh crore in m-cap

HDFC Bank and TCS top gainers

NEW DELHI: Nine of the 10
most valued firms together
added over Rs 2.12 lakh crore
in their market valuation last
week, with HDFC Bank and
TCS emerging as the lead
gainers.

Last week, the 30-share BSE
benchmark jumped 844.68
points or 1.38 per cent.

The stock markets were
closed on Tuesday for Guru
Nanak Jayanti.

From the top-10 pack, Hin-
dustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) was
the only laggard.

The top 9 firms added a
total of Rs 2,12,478.82 crore
to their market valuation last
week.

Among the winners, HDFC
Bank added Rs 63,462.58
crore, taking its valuation to

Rs 8,97,980.25 crore.

TCS’ valuation jumped Rs
36,517.34 crore to reach Rs
12,13,378.03 crore.

The market valuation of
HDEC advanced Rs 29,422.52
crore to Rs 4,81,818.83 crore
and that of Reliance Industries
climbed Rs 26,317.30 crore to
Rs 17,80,206.22 crore.

The market capitalisa-
tion (m-cap) of Infosys rose
by Rs 23,626.96 crore to
Rs 6,60,650.10 crore and
Adani Enterprises surged
by Rs 20,103.92 crore to Rs
4,56,992.25 crore.

State Bank of India’s valu-
ation increased by Rs 6,559.59
crore to Rs 5,36,458.41 crore
and that of Bharti Airtel
advanced by Rs 5,591.05 crore
to Rs 4,59,773.28 crore. AGENCIES

to 7.7 percent short-term and
remain between 7.3 and 7.7 per
cent long term, which will also
lead to higher yieldsf from cor-
porate bonds.

Even as domestic bond
issuances more than doubled
in Q2, external commercial
borrowings (ECBs) remained
subdued due to rising funding
costs overseas.

During the first five months
of FY23, ECBs approvals sought
from the Reserve Bank fell by
24 per cent to USD 8.3 billion.
Given the larger increase in
policy rates by central banks
and the resultant jump in bor-
rowing costs overseas, the all-in
borrowing costs for domestic
corporations have been higher
than domestic funding costs
and are likely to remain so
near term. AGENCIES

The proposed amendment will reduce time
limit for approval of combinations to 150
days from current 210 days and CCl has to
form a prima facie opinion within 20 days
for expeditious approval of combinations

prima facie view failing which
it will be considered as deemed
approved. This will provide cer-
tainty to businesses,” the minis-
try said in a recent submission
made before the panel. This was
in response to comments made
by various stakeholders on the
changes proposed to the com-
petition law.

According to the minis-
try, CCI has maintained that
approval is accorded generally
within 17-18 days but some-
times, it has not taken a prima
facie view beyond 30 days
which is provided in the com-
bination regulations. There is
no cap at present for taking a
prima facie view.

Another amendment seeks
to balance the flexibility in pro-
posing modifications with the
timely review and completion
of combinations.

CCI may issue a statement

attended the event

Neelam Yadav, Manager (PR), POWERGRID has been conferred

with Chanakya Award for ‘PR Person of the Year’ at 16th Global
Communication Conclave, 2022, organised by Public Relations
Council of India at Kolkata. Suresh Kumar, 1AS, Additional Secretary
Power, Govt of West Bengal; Sukanya Bose, Deputy Director, the
Bengal Chamber of Commerce; and other reputed media officials

of objections to parties to a
combination, then the parties
may offer modifications along
with their response to the state-
ment. Then, within an adequate
time frame, the modifications
may be negotiated and consid-
ered by both sides, as per one
of the proposed amendments.

The Competition (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022 was intro-
duced in the Lok Sabha on
August 5. It will be the first
time since the enforcement of
the Competition Act in 2009
that amendments will be made
to the Act.

The Competition Act was
brought in 2002 and subse-
quently, it underwent amend-
ments in 2007 and 2009. In
May 2009, the antitrust provi-
sions of the law came into force
and two years later, the CCI
started screening mergers and
acquisitions. AGENCIES

MPOST

[-T committees on high-pitched
assessments to submit report soon

NEW DELHI: The local com-
mittees' formed to deal with tax-
payers’ grievances arising out of
‘high-pitched’ scrutiny assess-
ments shall submit their report
within about two months, the
CBDT has reiterated in a pub-
lic communication.

A set of “revised” guidelines
were issued by the Board in this
context in April and these were
applicable for cases being scru-
tinised under both the faceless
and non-faceless assessment
system.

The local committees have
been created in each region of
the income tax department,
that are headed by a princi-
pal chief commissioner rank
officer (Pr. CCIT), and will
comprise three officials of the
I-T department in the rank
of principal commissioner or
commissioner.

A set of “revised”
guidelines were
issued and these
were applicable
for cases being
scrutinised under
both the faceless
and non-faceless
assessment system

The grievances, by tax-
payers who feel their scrutiny
assessment has been unfair or
high-pitched, can be submitted
through the designated email
id notified by the CBDT sama-
dhan.faceless.assessment@
incometax.gov.in.

“The grievances received
shall be forwarded to the local

committee of the Pr.CCIT
region and after due exam-
ination, the committee shall
submit a report, preferably
within two months from the
end of the month of receipt of
grievance, treating the order
as high-pitched/not high-
pitched, along with the reasons,
to the Pr. CCIT concerned, the
CBDT said in a recent public
advertisement.

The instruction, the com-
munication said, also pro-
vided for initiation of “suitable
action” against the officer con-
cerned in cases where assess-
ments are found by the local
committee to be high-pitched
or where there is non-obser-
vance of principles of natu-
ral justice, non-application of
mind or gross negligence of
assessing officer/assessment
unit. AGENCIES

FFunds vanish at bankrupt crypto exchange FTX

Exactly how much money is involved is unclear, but analytics estimated that $477 million was missing

NEW YORK: Collapsed cryp-
tocurrency trading firm FTX
confirmed there was “unau-
thorized access” to its accounts,
hours after the company filed
for Chapter 11 bankruptcy pro-
tection Friday.

The embattled company’s
new CEO John Ray IIT said Sat-
urday that FT'X is switching
off the ability to trade or with-
draw funds and taking steps
to secure customers’ assets,
according to a tweet by FTXs
general counsel Ryne Miller.
FTX is also coordinating with
law enforcement and regula-
tors, the company said.

Exactly how much money
is involved is unclear, but ana-
lytics firm Elliptic estimated
Saturday that USD 477 million
was missing from the exchange.
Another186 million was moved
out of FTX’s accounts, but that
may have been FTX moving
assets to storage, said Elliptic’s
co-founder and chief scientist

Sam Bankman-Fried

FILEPHOTO

Until recently, FTX was

one of the world’s largest
cryptocurrency exchanges.
It was already short billions
of dollars when it sought
bankruptcy protection on
Friday and its former
CEO and founder, Sam
Bankman-Fried, resigned

Tom Robinson.

A debate formed on social
media about whether the
exchange was hacked or a com-
pany insider had stolen funds, a
possibility that cryptocurrency
analysts couldn’t rule out.

Until recently, FTX was one
of the world’s largest cryptocur-
rency exchanges. It was already
short billions of dollars when it
sought bankruptcy protection
Friday and its former CEO and

founder, Sam Bankman-Fried,
resigned.

The company had valued
its assets between USD 10 bil-
lion to USD 50 billion, and
listed more than 130 affiliated
companies around the world,
according to its bankruptcy
filing.

The unravelling of the
once-giant exchange is sending
shockwaves through the indus-
try, with companies that backed

FTX writing down investments
and the prices of bitcoin and
other digital currencies falling.
Politicians and regulators are
calling for stricter oversight of
the unwieldy industry. Experts
say the saga is still unfolding.
“We'll have to wait and see
what the fallout is, but I think
we are going to see more dom-
inoes falling and an awful lot
of people stand to lose their
money and their savings,” said

Frances Coppola, an indepen-
dent financial and economic
commentator. And that is just
tragic, really”

The timing and the extent
of access that the assumed
hacker appeared to achieve,
siphoning money from mul-
tiple parts of the company, led
Coppola and other analysts to
theorize that it could have been
an inside job.

FTX said Saturday that it’s
moving as many digital assets
as can be identified to a new
“cold wallet custodian,” which
is essentially a way of storing
assets offline without allowing
remote control.

“It does look as if the liqui-
dators didn’t act fast enough to
stop some kind of siphoning off
of funds from FTX after it filed
for bankruptcy, and that’s bad,
but it just shows how complex
this thing is,” Coppola said.

Initially, some people were
hoping that perhaps all the

missing funds were liquidators
or bankruptcy administrators
trying to move assets to a more
secure spot. But it would be
unusual for that to happen ona
Friday night, said Molly White,
cryptocurrency researcher and
fellow with the Library Innova-
tion Lab at Harvard University.

“It looked very different
from what a liquidator might
do if they were trying to secure
the funds,” she said.

White also said there
are signs of possible insider
involvement. ‘It seems unlikely
that someone who is not an
insider could have pulled off
such a massive hack with so
much access to FTX systems.”

The collapse of FTX high-
lights the need for cryptocur-
rency to be regulated more like
traditional finance, Coppola
said. “Cyrpto isn't in the very
early stages anymore. We've got
ordinary people putting their
life savings into it” AGENCIES
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T20 WORLD CUP

England’s Sam Curran named
player of tournament in T20

England had restricted Pakistan to 137 for eight in 20 overs in World Cup

MELBOURNE: England left-
arm pacer Sam Curran was
named the player of the tour-
nament following his team’s five
wicket win over Pakistan in the
T20 World Cup final here on
Sunday.

Curran, who made a come-

back from injury earlier this
year, was also the player of the
match for his remarkable fig-
ures of three for 12 in four overs
in the summit clash.

He ended the tournament
with 13 wickets at an impres-
sive economy rate of 6.52 runs

per over.
“MCG has big square bound-
aries, so I knew my into the
wicket type bowling would
work and try to make them
hit square of the wicket. We
felt the wicket was not as good
as we thought it would be.

“It was nipping around
everywhere and it was chal-
lenge to chase. I go into the
wicket with my slower balls
and try to keep the bats-
men guessing,” Curran said
after the game. England had
restricted Pakistan to 137 for
eight in 20 overs. Ben Stokes
then scored an unbeaten 52
off 49 balls to help England
lift their second T20 World
Cup title.

“We are World Champi-
ons, how good. Incredibly
special (to have Stokes). He
is someone I look up to and
always turns up when the team
needs him, people question
him but there’s no question-
ing him, he’s the man,” said
Curran.

“To be honest, I am little
bit lost for words, it has been
a great tournament. First time
for me in a World Cup and we
have won it.

“I wanted to be adapt-

SCORECARD ‘
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Rizwan (WK) b Sam Curran15,

Babar Azam (C) and b A

Rashid 32, Mohammad Harisc
Stokes b Adil Rashid 8, Masoodc

Livingstone b Sam Curran

Iftikhar Ahmedc Jos Buttler b
Stokes 0, Shadab Khanc Chris

Woakes b Chris Jordan 2

Nawazc Livingstone b Sam
Curran 5, Mohammad Wasim
Jre Livingstone b Chris Jordan

4, Shaheen Afridi not out
Haris Rauf not out 1; Extr:
9; Total: 137 (8 wkts, 20
Bowling: Stokes-4-0-32-
Chris Woakes-3-0-26-0,

Sam Curran-4-0-12-3, Adil

Rashid-4-1-22-2, Living-

stone-1-0-16-0, Chris Jor-

dan-4-0-27-2.

Jos Buttler (C & WK) ¢ Riz-
wan b Haris Rauf 26, Alex
Halesb Shaheen Afridi 1,
Philip Saltc Iftikhar Ahmed b
Haris Rauf 10, Ben Stokes-
not out 52, Harry Brookc
Shaheen Afridi b Shadab
Khan 20, Moeen Alib Mo-
hammad Wasim Jr 19, Liom
Livingstonenot out 1;

Extras: 9; Total: 138 (5
wkts, 19 Ov);

Bowling: Shaheen Af-
ridi-2.1-0-13-1, Naseem
Shah-4-0-30-0, Haris
Rauf-4-0-23-2, Shadab
Khan-4-0-20-1, Moham-
mad Wasim Jr-4-0-38-1,
Iftikhar Ahmed-0.5-0-13-0.
RESULT: England won
by 5 wickets

dil

38,

0,

5,
as:
Ov);
1,

England change

history

DEBASHIS DATTA

MELBOURNE: The Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground was
abuzz during the dinner break.
There is no doubt that the deci-
bel level of this field would
have exceeded if it was India-
Pakistan final.

Another reason why excite-
ment didn’t build is because
the gallery was empty to begin
with. As the match progressed,
the gallery was filled to the
brim with excitement as Paki-
stan finished at 137 for 8. Sam
Curran (3 for 12), Adil Rashid
(2 for 22) bowled a controlled
and professional line and
length. Chris Jordan chipped
in beautifully (2 wickets for 27
runs).

Kevin Currans son was
given the ‘Man of the Match’
award. Sam Curran also picked
up the recognition of ‘Man of
the Series by bagging 13 wick-
ets. Allin all, the English bowl-
ers took Pakistan by storm with
some brilliant bowling.

Shan Masood (38), Babar
Azam (32) tried hard. But as
the first wicket pair was broken
at 29 runs, the consistency of
the Pakistani batting was lost.

With comparatively a mod-
est target to defend, the Pak
bowlers tried to overpower by
bowling fast. But it was not
enough. This England team is
very professional. Jos Buttler
himself knew this best. So, he
made no mistake in announc-
ing the party in Trafalgar
Square in advance.

The 100,000-seat stadium

» Kevin Curran’s son was
given the ‘Man of the
Match’ award

» All'in all, the English
bowlers took Pakistan by
storm with some brilliant
bowling

» England had to wait
till the 19th over to win
because Shaheen and
Shadab Khan were there

» After winning the 50-over
World Cup at Lord’s in
2019, England won the
20-over

was empty. Shaheen Afridi
brought the touch of the tim-
ber by bowling Alex Hales
in the first over. Who is the
most dangerous bowler at the
moment in world cricket? Sha-
heen’s name will be the most
contested in the quiz contest.

England had to wait till the
19th over to win because Sha-
heen and Shadab Khan were
there. Finally the victory came
with 6 balls to spare. After win-
ning the 50-over World Cup at
Lord’s in 2019, England won
the 20-over World Cup in Mel-
bourne in 2022.

The power of the English is
gradually increasing with the
white ball.

During the dinner break,
many did not want to under-
stand that there would be a
competitive atmosphere in
the match.

Not only Shaheen or Sha-
dab, but Rauf and Wasim too
were trying to keep England
tied with lively bowling.

54 off 45 balls, Pakistan
regained strength after Brooke
got out. Once the situation was
40 runs off 28 balls. 19 runs
from 12 balls, in that situation
- ashort but important innings
by Moeen Ali put England in
control of the match. There
was great excitement among
the English supporters in the
gallery.

With the question, do you
think Ben Stokes will lose?
Stokes is in charge of build-
ing the innings. There were
5 boundaries and an over
boundary in the innings of 52
runs off 49 balls.

Mohammad Wasim Jr sent
back Moeen.

Will Pakistan return to the
game? The question did not last
long. Ben Stokes got the win-
ning run by sending Wasim to
the mid-wicket boundary.

Jos Buttler then took over
the MCG from the dugout. In
1992, 1 saw the opposite picture
in the 50-over World Cup final.

Ian Botham, Alan Lamb
left the field heartbroken. And
that day Imran Khan, Wasim
Akram, Javed Miandad were
all over the field.

Did England take revenge
for that defeat 30 years ago?

I was seeing a placard in
the hands of the Pakistanis in
the gallery at the beginning of
the game, ‘History will repeat
today. No, the Babars could not
repeat history.

able coming into the tour-
nament. I haven’t bowled
much at the death before
and that is one area I
want to keep improving.
I want to improve my bat-
ting though it is tough to
get to bat in this line-up,”
said the left hander when
asked about the road
ahead. AGENCIES

PV Sindhu pulls out of
BWIF World Tour Finals

NEW DELHI: Double Olym-
pic medallist PV Sindhu has
withdrawn from the season-
ending BWF World Tour
Finals as she is yet to fully
recover from a stress fracture
on her left ankle.

The 2018 edition cham-
pion Sindhu had sustained
the injury on way to her title
winning run at the Common-
wealth Games in August.

The BWF World Tour
Finals is scheduled to be held
in Guangzhou, China from
December 14.

“Her doctor has advised
her to take some more time so
that she recovers completely
ahead of the new season. She
has discussed about the pros
and cons but with so much
restrictions in Guangzhou
and also keeping new season
in mind, she has taken this
decision,” Sindhu’s father PV
Ramana told PTI.

“She has already started

her training a couple of weeks
back and by January she will
be fully fit. So in view of all
these reasons, she sent a mail
to BAI informing about her
decision.

“She will need to be at
her best for next year which
will have Asian Games and
also the 2024 Paris Olym-
pics qualification, playing
about 22 tournaments will
be tough, so she is taking
extra care”

Nunez double secures
Liverpool win against
Southampton

LIVERPOOL: Darwin
Nunez signed off for the
World Cup in style by scor-
ing twice in Liverpool’s 3-1
win against Southampton in
the Premier League.

The Uruguay interna-
tional took his season’s total
to nine goals in all compe-
titions, which is one more
than Sadio Mane at the same
stage last year. Nunez’s strikes
underlined his growing influ-
ence on Liverpool, with seven
goals in his last 10 appear-
ances. It also ensured Jurgen
Klopp’s team headed into the
Premier League’s break for
the World Cup in high spirits

+

after such an uncertain start
to the season. Back-to-back
league wins against Totten-
ham and Southampton will
lift the mood around Anfield
after losing four times
already. With qualification to
the round of 16 of the Cham-
pions League also secured,
it means Liverpool can look
ahead to the resumption of
the campaign in December
with some optimism. A title
challenge may already look
beyond Klopp’s team but the
German will see green shoots
of hope, not least in the form
of his major summer acqui-
sition, Nunez. AGENCIES

Sindhus  withdrawal

means HS Prannoy remains
the only representative from
India at the prestigious
tournament.

While Prannoy is ranked

third in the Race to Guang-
zhou ranking, Kidambi Sri-
kanth too has an outside
chance if he does well at
the Australian Open super
300 beginning in Sydney on
Tuesday.

Lakshya Sen had also

withdrawn from the Austra-
lia event due to a throat infec-
tion.

AGENCIES

MOTICE INVITING TENDER
e-Tender Motice for Repair and
Renowatlon work Tar establishing
satollite eye OT ot Taki AH undar
Hasnabad Block, Basirhat Heatth Districy
[Elecerical Warks), wide NIT HNo-
1ESI0R 2 [2md call), di- 103133 [Lasd
date-22.11.22). For details wvisit:
www whhealth. gov.in and
Witgfasicharhesivhidistoicran S/
CHOH, Basirhat cum Secretang OHFWS,
Basirhat Heatth District

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

O/O DEPUTY DIRECTO

R, ARD & PO, PASCHIM BARDHAMAN

STATE POULTRY FARM, DURGAUR, PIN- 713202
Phone- 0343-2554455, email- ddardpaschimbardhaman@darahwb.org

e-Tenders are invited from

heifers up to GP Level of

TENDER ID-2022_ARD_414881_1
e-NIT No. WBARD/Heifer/NIT02/2022-23

the SHG or Sangha of SHG or any agency

or suppliers/Individuals having experience in this field for rate contract
for twelve months for supply of cross-bred Jersey/upgraded Gir

different Blocks in the District of Paschim

Bardhaman. Intending bidder may download the tender documents
from the website http://wbtenders.gov.in / http://wbard.gov.in.

Documents can be downloaded up to 5.00 PM on 22.11.2022 and Bid
submissionis up to 5.00 PM. on 22.11.2022.

Sd/-

Deputy Director, ARD & PO, Paschim Bardhaman

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Type ol Schense

st Daie of
Bid
sulymdushon

NIT

Comstruction of Teald
Black for female at Pangla
Block premices under
Pamzls Panchavat Sasty

65
[
Call)

2.11.2022

5=
aplo 17:30
bs

FC

Insanllation of six(f) nos
waber reatment Plant mndey
Pingln Panchayal Samsiti

66-T1
2
Cally

IL1LI022

o
13 uplo 17:30
hs

FC

Comstruction of Seven (T)
nos Tali Pailimg under
Pmgla Panchaval Saialy

72-78
(-
Call)

2110022
uplo 17:30
s,

(b

07 FC

Pre-bad Meeting: |7 Movember 2022 at 14,00 bes coward

Details of the Temder nodice B

le i et whiendersgov.ln

Sdy- Executive Officer, Pingla Panchayat Samiti
Memo No. 2THMZY Advi 1CA /Paschin Medmipur Dated - 11.11.2022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

Type of Scheme

Inlrasiruture
Serengthendsg of 2 (fwo)
nos Sulr Cenler 1o
Hiealth Wellmess Center
{ 5C 1o HWC j within
Pmgla Dev. Block.

Kl

BDOPINGLAe-

XV FCHG2022-23

I2.11.2022 up

176768 {3rd Call) o 17-30

ICA-T19281(2)/2022

¢ TENDER NOTICE

NIT Mo, O01/3023-3023 E-Tonder it
inwited by the Commandant, Gorkha Ba,
Siliguri, Darjesling, for Construction of
soentry Post 1, Sentry Post I and Séntry
Past st madn gate of Gorkha B, SSliguri,
Darjesling. Estimated cost Hs.
3,61,353.00/ - Earnedt monyy RL, 7250/
poriod of complotion 30 daye. The Lt
darte for submistion of e-tender s within
OF days Trom the date of pubdicationd,
The bid farme snd others can b
abtained from the website
hitps://whienders.gov.in 5d/f-
Cormmandant, Garkha Rartshan, Saigur,
Darjeeling

ICA-T19328(2)/2022

i A O BEMNGA
i-TENDER MOTICE

On behalf of the Governor of West
Bengal, E-Tender i snvited by the Chiel
Medical Officer of Health, Diamond
Harbour Health District, South 24
Parganas, Pin-743331 for the work
constrection of comeman collectian we,
Repalr & Rernowvation werks of WWCs,
shieel for DRS bullding from resourceful,
oligible agency having experience in
simdlar noture of works. Technical &
Financial Bid Submiision Closlng Date:
22/11/2022 at 5:00 FM. For Detall,
Please visit the websits
wwrawhtendors.gowvin or the Office of
theit Undersigned. Sd- CEDHE, DHHD.

ICA-T19283(2)/2022

Comstruction of Bays
ndet af Dangala No =
02 Pramary schosl

Nl

13

BDOFINGLAe-

MAMEDS 2022-

TF &% I2.11.2022 up

M.A
LA o 17:30

MED

Details of the Temder notics is aval

Pre-bad Mecting: 17 Navermber D022 a1 1400 brs ommvand

ilable im hitpserwiMenders.gov.in
St

Block Development Officer
Pingls Development Block

Memna Mo, 274 (2 AdvACA Paschim Medmipur Dated — 11112022

GOVERNMENT OF WEST BENGAL

E-TENDER NOTICE NO- WBFOR/DFOPUR/NIT-36 /2022-23
(PROJECT 05 & 10) (2"° Call)
CONSTRUCTION OF WATER DETENTION STRUCTURE
UNDER DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFICER, PURULIA DIVISION OF

2022-

23 (2 nos) (2'° call)

E-Tender Notice in the prescribe format is invited by the Divisional

Forest Officer, Purulia Divisi
E-TENDER NOTICE NO- WB

on from bonafide P.W.D Supplier /Firm for
FOR/DFOPUR/NIT- 36 /CONSTRUCTION

OF WATER DETENTION STRUCTURE UNDER DIVISIONAL FOREST OFFI-

CER PURULIA DIVISION OF
per enclosed list. Necessary

2022-23 (PROJECT 05 & 10) (2" call) as
information about the tender may be seen

in the office of the undersigned. The date of publication of tender is
14.11.2022. The last date of submission of Bid 30.11.2022. The date
of opening of technical bid is 03.12.2022. For terms and conditions
and other details visit website hitps://www.whtenders.gov.in and office

of the undersigned.
Memo no 1772/ICA/PURU
dated: 21/10/2021

Sd/-Divisional Forest Officer
Purulia Division

NOTICE

West Bengal Pollution Control Board

In compliance with Notification No. S.0.1533(E) dated 14.09.2006 of Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change, Govt. of India, it is hereby notified that, the Public Hearing for the
proposed expansion of Sponge Iron Plant (60,000 TPAto 1,90,000 TPA) along with new installation
of Manganese Sinter Plant (1x60 TPD), Ferro Alloy Plant (2x9 MVA) with Jigging Plant (2x30 TPD),
Chrome Briquette Plant (1x20 TPH) and 33 MW Captive Power Plant (25 MW CFBC & 8 MW
WHRB) at Plot No. G-4/A, Mangalpur Industrial Estate, Ranigunj, Dist— Paschim Bardhaman, West
Bengal by M/s. Shreesatya Sponge & Power Private Limited is hereby scheduled on 22.12.2022
at 12.00 Noon at MIDWAY NO. — 1 Hotel, G. T. Road (NH-2), Punjabi More, PO — Searsole Rajbari,
Raniganj, Dist—Paschim Bardhaman, West Bengal, PIN—713358.
Any person or association of persons who feel that he / it might be affected or the local authority
involved, may consult the copies of Executive Summary of the project (English and Bengali) and
draft EIA-EMP report would be available at the (1) Office of the District Magistrate, Dist—Paschim
Bardhaman, Govt. of West Bengal (2) Office of the Additional District Magistrate (LR), Paschim
Bardhaman (3) Office of the Sub-Divisional Officer, Asansol (4) Office of the Block Development
Officer, Raniganj, Paschim Bardhaman (5) Office of the General Manager, D.I.C., Paschim
Bardhaman (6) Office of the Sabhadhipati, Paschim Bardhaman Zilla Parishad (7) Office of the
Raniganj Panchayat Samity, Paschim Bardhaman (8) Office of the Ballavpur Gram Panchayat,
Paschim Bardhaman (9) Office of the Environmental Engineer, Asansol Regional Office,
WBPCB, Kalyanpur Satellite Township Project (KSTP), Kalyanpur, Asansol — 713305, Dist —
Paschim Bardhaman (10) Department of Environment, Govt. of West Bengal, Pranisampad
Bhavan, 5th Floor, Block ‘LB-2’, Sector — Ill, Bidhannagar, Kolkata 700 106 (11) Ministry of
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata, IB-198, Sector —
Il, Salt Lake City, Kolkata — 700 106 (12) Head office of West Bengal Pollution Control Board,
Paribesh Bhawan, 10A, Block — LA, Sector — Ill, Bidhannagar, Kolkata — 700 106. Executive
Summary, Draft EIA report and the application form of the project would also be available in the
website of the Board: www.wbpcb.gov.in
Any person or groups who might be locally affected from the proposed project or activity may
participate in the public hearing to be held on 22.12.2022 at 12.00 Noon at MIDWAY NO. — 1
Hotel, G. T. Road (NH-2), Punjabi More, PO — Searsole Rajbari, Raniganj, Dist — Paschim
Bardhaman, West Bengal, PIN — 713 358. They may make verbal or written suggestions /
objections in the matter in the public hearing meeting. Any other concerned persons having a
plausible stake in the environmental aspects of the project or activity may make suggestions /
objections in writing to the Chief Engineer (EIM Cell), Paribesh Bhawan, 10A, Block — LA, Sector
—1lI, Bidhannagar, Kolkata — 700 106 before the date of public hearing.
Member Secretary
West Bengal Pollution Control Board

NOTICE
West Bengal Pollution Control Board

In compliance with Notification No. S.0.1533(E) dated 14.09.2006 of Ministry of Environment,
Forests & Climate Change, Govt. of India, it is hereby notified that the Public Hearing for the
proposed Synthetic Resin Production Plant (UF Resin & MF Resin) at Plot No. 766, JL no. 6,
Khatian No. 205, Rahimpur More, Ethelbari, Dist — Alipurduar, West Bengal by M/s. Bansal
Udyog is hereby scheduled on 15.12.2022 at 12:00 Hrs. at the project site of M/s. Bansal Udyog
at Plot No. 766, JL no. 6, Khatian No. 205, Rahimpur More, Ethelbari, Dist — Alipurduar, West
Bengal.

Any person or association of persons who feel that he/it might be affected or the local authority
involved, may consult the copies of Executive Summary of the project (English and Bengali) and
draft EIA/EMP report which would be available at the (1) Office of the District Magistrate,
Alipurduar (2) Office of the Additional District Magistrate and DL&LRO, Alipurduar, (3) Office of
the Sub-Divisional Officer, Alipurduar Subdivision, Alipurduar (4) Office of the Block
Development Officer, Uttar Madarihat Development Block, Alipurduar (5) Office of the General
Manager, D.1.C., Alipurduar, (6) Office of the Sabhadhipati, Alipurduar Zilla Parishad (7) Office of
the Uttar Madarihat Panchayat Samity (8) Office of the Sishujhumra Gram Panchayat, Alipurduar
(9) Office of the Environmental Engineer, Siliguri Regional Office of WBPCB, Paribahan Nagar,
PO —Matigara, Siliguri, Darjeeling, PIN — 734010 (10) Department of Environment, Govt. of West
Bengal, Pranisampad Bhavan, 5th Floor, LB-2, Sector — llI, Bidhannagar, Kolkata 700 106 (11)
Ministry of Environment, Forests & Climate Change, Integrated Regional Office, Kolkata IB-198,
Sector — I, Salt Lake City, Kolkata — 700 106 (12) Head office of West Bengal Pollution Control
Board, Paribesh Bhawan, 10A, Block — LA, Sector — Ill, Bidhannagar, Kolkata — 700 106.
Executive Summary, Draft EIA Report and the application form of the project would also be
available in the website of the Board: www.wbpcb.gov.in

Any person or groups who might be locally affected from the proposed project or activity may
participate in the public hearing to be held on 15.12.2022 at 12:00 Hrs. at the project site of M/s.
Bansal Udyog at Plot No. 766, JL no. 6, Khatian No. 205, Rahimpur More, Ethelbari, Dist —
Alipurduar, West Bengal. They may make verbal or written suggestions / objections in the matter
in the public hearing meeting. Any other concerned persons having a plausible stake in the
environmental aspects of the project or activity may make suggestions/objections in writing to the
Chief Engineer (EIM Cell), Paribesh Bhawan, 10A, Block — LA, Sector - IIl, Bidhannagar, Kolkata
—700 106 before the date of public hearing.

Member Secretary
West Bengal Pollution Control Board

+
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8 ‘Pathaan’, ‘Dunki;
‘Jawan’ will be
‘superhits’: SRK

The Bollywood superstar is excited
to see himself ‘back on the silver
screen’, just like all his fans

Rakesh Kumar breathes

his last in his 8os

Shah Rukh
Khan, who's
returning to
the big screen
in a starring role
after a hiatus of
over four years, is
looking forward
to the release of
‘Pathaan, which
arrives on January
25, 2023. After that,
he has Atlee’s Jawan’
and Rajkumar Hirani’s
‘Dunki, both of which
are slated for release in
2023. Despite the long
gap, the actor said at
an event that he is ‘not
nervous. Instead, he
is excited to ‘see Shah
Rukh Khan back on
the silver screen; just like
all his fans.
Shah Rukh Khan recently

saBalass

3

Sharjah International Book Fair
(SIBF) 2022 at Expo Centre in
Sharjah, UAE. He was honoured
with the ‘Global Icon of Cinema
and Cultural Narrative’ award at
the event and he also interacted
with journalist Faye D’Souza there.

On being asked if he is nervous
about his upcoming releases, SRK
replied, “T don't think I need to be
nervous. They’re all going to be
superhit films”

his statement is not ‘arrogant”:
“That’s the belief I sleep with, I
wake up with and that’s the belief
that makes the 57-year-old me do
stunts and work 18 hours a day.
If I didn’t have that belief that I
was making a product that lots
of people were going to like, then
I wouldn’t be able to do it. So, it’s
not an arrogant statement; this is
what I like to believe. Itss a child-
like belief that ‘look, I have pre-
pared my best, I have done my
best and I am going to pass with
flying colours”

Recalling how he has had the
same self-confidence since he was
a child, SRK said, “I remember
acing my mathematics exam. I
remember doing very well and
as a result, I got 3 out of 100.
But I thought I had really done
well” Shah Rukh spoke about the
inherent uncertainty surround-
ing a film’s success: “Sometimes
that happens with movies also. I
do make a “Zero. Sometimes my
efforts come to the fore and there
is a ‘Dilwale Dulhaniya Le Jay-

MUMBALI: Veteran director Rakesh
Kumar, known for films like ‘Mr Natwar-
lal], ‘Khoon Pasina, ‘Do Aur Do Paanch’
and ‘Yaarana’ with megastar Amitabh
Bachchan, has passed away.

According to media reports, the film-
maker died after a long battle with can-
cer on November 11. He was in his 80s.

Kumar served as assistant direc-
tor on Prakash Mehras 1973 block-
buster Zanjeer, headlined by Bachchan,
before foraying into directing with
‘Khoon Pasina’ in 1977. His film cred-
its also included movies such as ‘Com-
mander, ‘Kaun Jeeta Kaun Haara’ and
‘Suryavanshi’

Bachchan also shared the news of
Kumar’s death in a post on his official
blog on the night of November 12.

“Morose is the day, for another col-
league has left us and me in particular.
Rakesh Sharma, first assistant director to
Prakash Mehra on “Zanjeer, then inde-
pendent director for other PM (Prakash
Mehra, as we often joked with him, as the
PM of the country) films and singularly,
‘Hera Pheri, ‘Khoon Pasina, ‘Mr Natwar-

raderie on sets and elsewhere, socially,
during events and Holi,” the 80-year-old
actor wrote.

Bachchan said Kumar has left an
imprint that is ‘hard to remove or forget’

“His sense of screenplay and direc-
tion, writing and execution on the spur
of the moment and the fun times on
location during ‘Nattu’ and ‘Yaarana; his
complete faith in his worth and the ease
with which he would grant us the liberty
of skipping shootings on an odd day, just
to be able to spend time relaxing, fool-
ing around and being in the company
of uncontrollable laughter and gaiety,”
he added.

The ‘Uunchai’ star remembered
Kumar as the ‘most affable and kind-
hearted human’ who was always ready
to deal with the inconveniences faced
by artists.

“You made many of us prominent
with your innovative ideas for story
and film, Rakesh and you shall ever be
remembered,” he added.

Kumar is survived by his wife, son
and daughter. A prayer meeting was held

attended the 41st edition of the

He further explained why

»
enge’

oth edition of VoW begins in Dehradun

OUR CORRESPONDENT

n November 12, Val-
ley of Words’ sixth edi-
tion began with music

from the mountains resonating
in the Dehradun valley. Under
a bright blue sky, VoW 2022’
colours set the perfect stage
for authors, panelists, winners,
artists, guests, judges, jurors,
students and teachers who all
came together to celebrate the
written word.

Dhol Damaun’s music
set things in motion as Utta-
rakhand’s governor, Lt. Gen.
(Retd) Gurmit Singh, gave his
inaugural speech. This was fol-
lowed by him launching the
VoW 2022 ‘First Day Cover,
along with launching edi-
tions of the magazines “The
Book Review’” and ‘Tadbhav’,
which carry English and Hindi
reviews of all the 40 short-
listed books under eight cat-
egories for 2022. The director
of the Uttarakhand Cultural
Department, Beena Bhatt,
Uttarakhand Chief Postmas-
ter General Amitabh Kharkwal
and NABARD director Bhas-
kar Pant were also present on
the stage.

In his inaugural speech,
Gurmit Singh spoke about the
power of words and his asso-
ciation with “‘VoW’. Encour-
aging the audience to write

In his inaugural speech,
Gurmit Singh spoke
about the power

of words and his
association with ‘VoW’

and read and elaborating on
the power of the written word,
he said, “If you see the word
‘speak’ and remove the first
letter °S; then you have ‘peak’
and that is where words can
take you. Speak when you must
and speak well!” This was fol-
lowed by a wonderful dance
and mime performance by stu-
dents from the Bajaj School of
Learning, who got everyone’s
feet tapping and left the audi-
ence smiling long after their

performance was over.

Multiple panels were held
on the Plenary Lawn, includ-
ing the school debate’s finale, ‘Tti
Nritya, which featured Mohini-
yattam and Kathak performed
by classical dancers Nirmuktha
Arun and Esha Nanal; ‘Kavi
Sammelan’ and ‘Mushaira’ and
a thorough discussion on ‘Film
Industry as the Growth Driver
of Uttarakhand’s Economy, with
Satish Sharma, Kunal Malla and
Abhinav Kumar. In the end, a
soulful musical was performed
by artistes from the ITC Sangeet
Research Academy.

At ‘Hall of Words, many
sessions were held, like the
launch of Nirmal Kanti Bhat-
tacharjee’s translation of the
late Samresh Bose’s book ‘In
Search of Pitcher of Nec-

\ ¥

B

tar’; a scintillating discussion
between Satish Aikant and
VoW awardee Rudrangshu
Mukherjee on his book “Tagore
and Gandhi: Walking Alone,
Walking Together’ and Pro-
fessor Mukherjee’s conversa-
tion about the Indian texts with
panelists Raja Sekhar Vundru
and others. The younger audi-
ence witnessed Ratna Manu-
cha and Richa Jha having a
book discussion on ‘When
Mommy was a Little Girl’ with
VoW awardee Mamta Nainy.
Poet Rati Agnihotri brought
together a galaxy of hand-
picked poets from Dehradun
with Kaushik Ghosh and oth-
ers for a beautifully curated
‘Poetry Café.

Many book launches and
conversations took place at

‘Conversations in the Valley,
including the talk on the book
‘Yaadon Ke Bikhre Moti: Bat-
waare ki Kahaniya’; the book
launch session of ‘Uttarakhand
ki Patrakarita: Swatantrata
Andolan se Vartaman Tak’
and the launches of Dr Anita
Jain Bhatnagar’s books,
‘Dilli Ki Bulbul, ‘Baal Kah-
ani Chauri Chaura’ and ‘Miss
Sehat, which were discussed
with Palak Jha, Sachin Chau-
han and Anjali Rana. Lovers
of Hindi literature were in for
a treat as the event organised
a conversation on contem-
porary writing in Hindi. The
first day’s session of the VoW
International Literature and
Arts Festival’ concluded with
authors Geeta Gairola and L
Aruna Dhir talking about their
books, ‘Gunje Anhad Naad’
and ‘Hotel Adventures with
the Stars.

NABARD organised a spe-
cial exhibition featuring sev-
eral stalls and the GI products
of Uttarakhand, including the
beautiful art form ‘Aipan’ The
‘Iti Lekh’ exhibition has multi-
ple book stalls from publishers
around the country, especially
many Hindi publishers this
year. While ‘Tti Smriti’ has sus-
tainable VoW Memorabilia’
products, volunteers have set
up their exhibitions for their
various artistic endeavours.

AGENCIES lal; “Yaarana, et al and such great cama-  for him on November 13 in Andheri. Pl

It feels so inclusive:
Priyanka Chopra

ctor, producer and entrepreneur Priyanka

Chopra enjoys a massive fan following not

only in Bollywood but also in Hollywood.

Recently, she opened up about her journey
in Hollywood and how the diversity in the entertain-
ment industry is an exciting time for actors.

The “The Sky Is Pink’ star stated that as
an actor, she was always thinking about an %
opportunity in English language movies % f',_,, :
because they travel universally vs a specific 4 L}
language. <

Elaborating further, Chopra added that
it’s really an exciting time to not just be able
to be a part of cinema no matter where in the
world you are from, but to be a part of Hol-
lywood English international cinema, which
was always a check in the box for actors like
her who come from outside of America.

“It feels so inclusive,” she said. L

Priyanka further added that diversity now 4
feels more real to her. She said that streaming ~ “ &
has given us the ability to not just be a part of
English-language movies but also, they have
our movies. She also revealed that her mother &
watches Korean dramas all night. The actor is
very excited to be able to see such incredible
diversity.

On the work front, Priyanka will soon be
seen in ‘Love Again; co-starring Sam Heughan
and Celine Dion. She also has OTT series
‘Citadel, which is backed by Russo Brothers.
Back in Bollywood, Priyanka has signed up
to play the lead in Farhan Akhtar’s upcom-
ing film Jee Le Zaraa, which also features
Alia Bhatt and Katrina Kaif in lead roles.
This road trip drama is scheduled to go
on floors next year. AGENCIES

‘Awareness 1s the only weapon to fight against

Diabetes in India has traversed from high-income to middle-income and underprivileged sections

DR SMITA JOSHI

en the SARS-
CoV-2 pandemic
hit the world, it
disproportion-
ately affected the population with
diabetes, exposing them to a high
risk for severe illness and mortal-
ity. Globally, diabetes was respon-
sible for over 40 lakh deaths in
2019. It was the leading cause of
end-stage kidney disease, adult-
onset blindness, cardiovascular
diseases and premature deaths
across the countries.

India is home to the world’s
second-largest adult diabetes
population and every sixth per-
son with diabetes in the world is
an Indian. The past three decades
have witnessed a 150 percent
increase in the number of people
with diabetes in the country. The
growing prevalence of pre-diabe-
tes indicates a further increase in
diabetes in the near future. Dia-
betes in India has traversed from
high-income to middle-income
and underprivileged sections of
our society.

With over 10 lakh children

and adolescents in the world hav-
ing type 1 diabetes, India has the
highest number of incidents and
prevalent cases of this condition
in the world. Children with this
condition need support to survive
by using insulin and other thera-
pies to live their entire life without
stigma, restrictions or disabling
complications due to their illness.

Intensive management of all
aspects of diabetes, especially gly-
caemic control, is now the gold
standard in type 1 diabetes man-
agement. At the same time, there
is a significant advancement in
technology for diabetes care,
including newer insulin ana-
logues, pumps, automated insu-
lin delivery systems and sensors.
A multidisciplinary team of pro-
viders is essential for comprehen-
sive diabetes management.

Unfortunately, in India, there
is an extreme lack of awareness
regarding children having type
1 diabetes, so scientific protocol
for this management is not main-
tained and premature deaths of
diabetic children occur.

Awareness is the only weapon
to fight against diabetes.

In the home state of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, that is,
Gujarat, close to his birthplace,
Vadnagar, is another town called
Visnagar, where a conversation
took place between a poverty-
stricken mother and her little
daughter. With tear-filled eyes,
the mother shared her anxiety
with a doctor. The intensity of
her sadness could be felt from
the fact that she said it must be
their countless sins in past lives
on account of which she had to
administer insulin to her frail,
diabetes-stricken four-year-old
daughter, as many as three to four
times a day. A heart-wrenching
experience! Yet, stopping her
emotional mother mid-sentence,
the little girl said, “Mother please
don’t cry. The needle doesn’t
hurt me at all. But your tears and
heartache hurt me way much
more”

Hearing this exchange
between the mother and tender-
aged daughter proved to be an
emotionally disturbing experi-
ence for the doctor as her eyes
filled with tears of compassion.

1, as a doctor, narrated the

deeply moving scenario to my
sister, Dr Shukla Raval. We both
then took an oath to use our
own resources and put in our
utmost efforts, day and night,
to create awareness of children’s
diabetes and spread knowledge
together with a better under-
standing of type 1 diabetes and
its management.

We began our humanitarian
drive of creating awareness of
child diabetes with full zeal. From
February 28 to March 14, 2019,
we drove in our car from Kash-
mir to Kanya Kumari, met doc-
tors, NGOs and other members
of the society and stirred aware-
ness about diabetes’ presence in
children. We also held talks about
methods of preventing diabetes
complications, its management
and solutions. This 3,500-kilo-
meter north-south stretch was
covered at our own cost as we
overcame hardships and hurdles
effortlessly. We met the president
of AAPI in Atlanta and shared
the stage at the AAPI Conven-
tion’ on July 4, 2019. On return-
ing to India, we appealed to the
Indian government to help dia-

betes-afflicted children.

As soon as the intensity of the
Coronavirus spread reduced, the
campaign picked up the pace as
we reached out to diabetic chil-
dren in far-flung areas where
medical help was scarce.

A point to note is that to
manage and check diseases that
afflict children, there is a very
good national health program,
namely, Rashtriya Bal Swasthya
Karyakram (RBSK). Ironically,
type 1 diabetes is not included in
this health program for children.
As a result, diabetic children
are unable to receive any ben-
efit under this program, which
is meant for every child in India.
Interestingly, the RBSK health
program works on a 4D concept,
which stands for coverage of ‘any
deficiency, any defect, any disease
and any developmental delay in
children’ Type 1 diabetes can’t be
ignored as a serious disease as it
pertains to the deficiency of the
insulin hormone, posing a threat
to life. Diabetes is a malfunction
of the pancreas, which secretes
this hormone.

Diabetes should be covered

under RBSK. It must be a part of
the ‘National Health Scheme’ so
that there are widespread ben-
eficiaries as 30 other diseases are
part of this government scheme.
There is another program
titled ‘Non-Communicable Dis-
ease Program’ (NCD) at the
national level for the manage-
ment of diabetes in India. Unfor-
tunately, at the ground and village
levels, screening and manage-
ment programs for only 30 years
plus age group is catered to under
this scheme. Thus, a huge gap
exists between the NCD pro-
gram’s policy on paper and its
actual implementation at the
rural and grassroots levels.
Once again, child health
and welfare are omitted. Con-
sequently, children, who are suf-
ferers of diabetes there, have no
government health programs.
Such an approach indicates that
scientific management of type 1
diabetes is not covered under any
national health program, RBSK
or NCD.
(Dr Smita Joshi is a writer,
a doctor and a diabetic
expert by profession)
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